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Programme 
Our next meeting is the AGM, which is on 14th April.  After the usual business, Lise Evans will be 
talking about her work with the Evesham Observer.  The papers for the meeting will be distributed 
at the end of March. 
 
All talks continue to be at 117 High Street, Evesham, starting at 7.30pm.  
 
Annual membership fees 
Membership renewal is due on 1 March each year. To help us to reduce our bank charges, which 
have now been introduced by Lloyds, please set up a Standing Order or pay by BACS.  The fee for 
2026-27 will remain at £12 for an individual and £18 for a couple. Business membership is £30. 
 
Long-standing members – who are you? 
Those of you who have been members of the Society for many years, please read on. 
Do you think that you might be the longest-standing member?  If so, please get in touch with us by 
emailing mrspaulabowden@outlook.com and let us know when you think that you joined. We do 
not have membership records further back than the last 7 years, due to the requirement of the 
Data Protection Act that requires us to delete any records that are no longer needed and are more 
than 7 years old.  We would like to acknowledge the winner with our thanks and a small gift.   
 
2026 VECS Merit Award and Letters of Commendation  
A single Merit Award was awarded to Churchill Living in recognition of its re-development of the 
underused land on Swan Lane by building retirement homes reflecting the character of the 
Conservation Area.  The handing over of the Award was celebrated with a reception laid on by the 
company in Charles Lodge. Residents, Civic Society committee members and staff from the 
company were treated to a glass of bubbles and cakes. In addition, seven VECS Letters of 
Commendation have been awarded to local businesses recognising their efforts in taking on empty 
properties, providing attractive shop fronts and playing a positive role within the Conservation 
Area. Those businesses were: Nostalgia, Reid’s Boutique, Louise’s Florist, Estetica, Osborne 
Opticians, Sour Power Bakery and Sany Seam and Stitch.  
 
Your Civic Society on Social media https://www.facebook.com/EveshamCivic Since the last 
newsletter we have increased our Facebook followers from 191 to 256. This is primarily as a result 
of posting photos of the winners of this year’s awards (see above) and asking their Facebook 
followers to follow us. We clearly struck a chord with Evesham residents with this year’s chosen 
recipients.  In addition, we posted items relating to the Almonry, Riverside Shopping Centre, etc.  
 



                                                                                                
 

 
 

The Almonry Museum refurbishment: fundraising 
 The Friends of the Almonry will be undertaking fundraising activities this year, which VECS will 
support.  At the end of this month, on Thursday 26th there is an open meeting to find out about the 
work going on now at the Almonry and to discuss ideas for fundraising and events.  Do come. It 
starts at 6pm in Wallace House. 
 
February Members meeting 
On 10th February members were entertained by Chris Wilkinson of the Worcester Civic Society who 
recounted the history of how they became the owner of the Worcester News Archive. As part of a 
relocation to smaller premises in 2019, the Worcester News team were about to throw away much 
of their archive, including old items from the Berrow’s Worcester Journal when the Worcester Civic 
Society were tipped off. The Civic Society sprang into action and rescued as much as they could 
(approximately one third of the total). They are now the proud owners of more than one million 
negatives (dating from 1968), 1500 glass plates (dating 1936-1968), 450 CDs full of photos, and 250 
bound Berrows journals (dating 1805-1990s).  
 
Chris’s talk was full of anecdotes and photographs including some of Evesham in 1936, the flooding 
on Waterside and Port Street in 1947, and some in the 70s and 80s showing Port Street, various 
societies eg bowling, and market gardening.  There have been some benefactors who have paid the 
costs of storage, and this is currently the Bransford Trust. The Worcester Civic Society has an 
Archives Sub-Committee that meets every Monday at the Crowngate shopping centre where the 
archive is stored (in the basement). The Sub-Committee usually archive 5,000 black and white 
photos annually and document the contents in a spreadsheet. Many of the Worcester items 
are/will be available on the “Changing Face of Worcester” website https://cfow.org.uk and on 
Ancestry website. The archive is open to visitors if members wish to view it and the current archival 
work; a group visit can be arranged for members if so wished. 
 
March Members meeting 
Our March talk was by Jack Hegarty, Chairman of the Avon Navigation Trust (ANT).  He has been 
Chairman for 10 years and has seen much progress even during that time. He joined despite not 
being a boating or waterman, having led the restoration of the Droitwich canal when he was at 
Wychavon District Council. He gave us a potted history of the Navigation, illustrated with a large 
number of old photographs of features from the whole 47-mile length of the waterway.  
 
The river was navigable for hundreds of years and Evesham was an important ‘port’ along its 
length. But in the late 19th  and early 20th century it silted up and became impassable. It was not 
until 1950 when Douglas Barwell started to clear the obstacles in the lower reach, most notably by 
diving into the river with gelignite to blow them up.  The restoration of the upper reach was led by 
David Hutchings, starting in 1964.  ANT was not established until 2010, when the Lower and Upper 
Navigation Trusts were amalgamated. 
 
ANT is an independent body, which is small scale thus able to respond quickly to problems and 
opportunities. It has 9 paid staff and an annual budget of £1m but has 400 members and over 100 
volunteers.  Evesham is at the centre of the navigation. It now has a restored Lock Cottage, which 
has become the centre of activities for the ANT Squad, the youth wing.  ANT is running education 
initiatives, as it is the young who will become the river users of the future. This summer the 
Information Centre, housed in an old barge, will be coming to stay for a period.  Corsair will be 



                                                                                                
 

 
 

available for river trips, as a tourist attraction as well as a fun outing for locals.  Also, Neptune will 
be moored alongside the Lock Cottage, which houses a Royal Yacht Association training base. 
 
In addition to the problems of climate change causing more flooding, aging historic structures, poor 
water quality, Pennywort infestation and increased demand for residential moorings, ANT sees 
many opportunities by tapping into the enthusiasm of its youth and volunteers.  Maybe not during 
Jack’s Chairmanship, but perhaps for the next chairman, is the possibility of opening up the 
navigation as far as Warwick. 
 
Evesham Place Board  
Look out for new town maps, soon to be appearing in a number of noticeboards around town and 
on various tourist websites and publications.  The fingerposts will also be refurbished and 
rationalised within the next few weeks, weather permitting.  Other projects are progressing, as 
reported in the previous news bulletin. 
 
Planning and Enforcement – VECS comments submitted by Gill on behalf of its members 
So far this year we have only commented on three planning applications. We objected to the 
proposed signage on the highway elevation of the new Tesco Store on Elm Road. We supported the 
proposals for repair and improvement work on the Red Lion PH in Market Square and we supported 
the proposals for a replacement entrance area at Morrisons Supermarket. 
 
Ian has recently brought to the attention of the Enforcement Team the unauthorised air 
conditioning units fitted on the outside of the ground floor of the Town Hall, a Listed Building. 
 
A new mural 
 

 
 
Do take a walk along the river and pass under Abbey Road Bridge.  Quite a transformation.  A 
project started by the Evesham Place Board but brought to fruition by WDC’s Communities team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                
 

 
 

Evesham Observer.   
January 2026 Gill’s ‘column’ and reference to Gill’s role in preparing the Town Centre Business 
Guide.     
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