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Evesham at Lockdown, again
We start the New Year quite differently from ever
before. New Year’s Eve did see a few fireworks, but
with no pubs open, the streets were quiet.
The Committee wishes all members a much, much
better New Year.
The Civic Society AGM—10th November 2020
We held our AGM using Zoom and were pleased to
see 18 people attend. The Officers and Committee
members listed in the Autumn 2020 Newsletter
were all elected. The Committee continues to meet
using Zoom.
imaGine in the Riverside—by Robin Walker
The Riverside Centre has sadly seen various retail
outlets retreat over the past 10 years, but it has
been good to see that imaGine has been open
there, according to the current Covid restrictions
since last October. The new venue provides a light
and airy space for visitors to browse books, learn
about the environment, and chat about what’s on
their mind.

The original imaGine was established in Spring
2013 in what is now Orto Lounge. It was set up by
local environmental group Transition Evesham
Vale and provides a community hub for environmental and community engagement and action.

It is fair to claim that imaGine contributed towards
the revitalisation of the Market Place.
With the arrival of Orto Lounge, imaGine closed its
doors and became a ‘virtual ‘ organisation until the
beginning of 2020, when it reopened in the former
Taylors estate agents in the High Street. Sadly this
revival was short-lived, as the COVID 19 lockdown
curtailed all activity. The property was then sold,
and following extensive negotiations the new site in
the Riverside Centre was leased from Chase Commercial.
imaGine won the2013 Wychavon Community Project award, and in 2014 hosted the launch of the
Wychavon Intelligently Green awards. Further projects launched at imaGine include Evesham Repair
Café, Cycle Evesham Vale, and the Evesham Civic
Society’s display of their vision for the future of Evesham.
imaGIne is run entirely by volunteers with no grant
funding, though donations are very welcome. While
imaGine’s core activity is providing Books for Free,
so far keeping over 20 tonnes of books out of landfill, their activities are many and varied. The new
shop has displays from Transition Evesham Vale,
Cycle Evesham Vale and a summary of the recently
launched Wychavon Intelligently Green Action Plan,
highlighting the steps we must take towards a zero
carbon Evesham. There are displays of the work of
local artists, and imaGine hope provided a COVID
secure meeting place for small community groups.
Beyond that, it is up to the community to suggest
what this space can be used for and to make it once
again the hub for environmental and community
action in Evesham.
For more information, please see facebook.com/
imagineevesham or call Robin on 07974 919175.
Anyone wishing to volunteer will be very welcome
indeed. Please contact Robin.
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Cheltenham Road Bat House—By John Goodwin

When I think of a bat house I expect it to look like this:

But not like this:

These two plans show how the bats enter the roofspace
and get to the area between the sheds used by the allotment areas.

This “house” is now completed as part of the Phase 2
of the Bloor Homes development off Cheltenham
Road, Evesham.
I contacted Bloor Homes, the contractor responsible
for the development and they were very helpful in
providing information about their obligations in dealing with the relocation of the bats from an existing
building, on that site, to a new building for 20 future
allotment holders.
As you can see from a copy of the plan they provided,
access for the chiropterologists (bat experts) is
through a door in the gable end. All that area, and
extending over the top the allotment holders’ cubicles, is open to the underside of the roof structure for
roosting. The bats access the void through an opening above that door and through 2 roof access tiles.
Bloor Homes commissioned an extensive bat survey
on the existing bungalow over a period of 6 years,
recording 4 different species; currently it is acting as
a roost for lesser horseshoe and brown long eared
bats. The initial survey was part of the outline application information, so there was a gap until August
2019 before the next survey was performed.

The contractor's own conservation department, working
in collaboration with Natural England and Wychavon,
came up with this rather unique dual purpose building
providing allotment sheds and bat roost. A far cry from
the bat houses I’m familiar with.
Civic Society Awards—Have your say!
Every year, in normal times, the Society decides on these
awards which are then presented at the Annual General
Meeting. In the past awards have been made for new
buildings or renovations, or indeed anything which has
been carried out which improve our local area.
The Committee asks that the Membership submit their
recommendations. Please let Pat Stanton know:
pat_stanton@tiscali.co.uk

The Golden Gates, Wood Norton.
A candidate for an award
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Society Subscriptions
Advance warning ……. Annual Subscriptions are due
in late February and early March.
Our strength is our members.
We hope you will be able to
renew quickly and so to keep
the Society in good order for
the future.

Enforcement—Pro-active or Re-active?
By Ian Stanton
WDC Enforcement Officers issue an Enforcement Notice
when a business, landlord or individual for example does
not comply with the published “guidelines.......”. Is this
when an enforcement officer has made the decision following his or her result of their own initiative or because
a member of the public has alerted the WDC Enforcement Team? So Pro-active or Re-active?

And we welcome new members. Please ask your friends!

A new planning system? By Richard Thomson
I was interested to read the thoughts of Tony Michael, a
senior member of the planning profession – who is also
an architect, addressing recent comments from the prime
minister about the planning system. Boris described the
current planning process as broken. Mr Michael noted
that if this was so it had been the actions of successive
governments that had broken it with their amateurish
tinkering.
The planning system was created to protect the public
and their communities, not to validate developers’ proposals but to ensure their compatibility with the public
interest.
It follows that the principal ‘client’ of the planning system
is not the developer it is the public. Whose town is it anyway?
Taking advice from developers on how to change the
planning system is naïve. They give advice to government
that is in their interests, not those of the public.
The planning of towns is not in developers’ skill sets. They
get approvals (often setting the minimum standards they
can get away with), then build and sell the finished building to a pension fund and disappear. We need their innovative ideas to push things along but they should have no
part in deciding how their proposals are to be judged by
the public.
Anyone with experience of a zoning system will tell you
that it is cumbersome and complex to set up, inflexible,
legalistic and highly determinist. Is this a good fit for the
British character which feels happiest when there is room
for interpretation?
If government wants to improve the planning system,
why not ask the public (the principal client) and the profession which knows how the system works?

Evesham Town Centre contains many examples of
properties where enforcement activities take place

During 2020 by November, some 400 Enforcement
Notices had been issued across Wychavon area. These
are graded levels A, B and C, C being classed as “low
priority”. Not sure if WDC would divulge how the
classifications are arrived at and what the timescales are
to lead to enforcement, or what percentage are in
Evesham, unless details would be covered by the
Freedom of Information Act.
Following the Autumn Newsletter a Civic Society member
contacted me and I suggested he wrote to Wychavon
Planning expressing his concern over the latest Craft and
Skewers restaurant sign (54 High Street) as this was yet
another gaudy sign in the Conservation area – a
Pro-Active initiative.
If any member feels there is a concern they have over
anything in Evesham and environs please raise it with us
– we welcome feedback.

The flooded riverside
path through Abbey
Park looking towards
the rowing club, before
Christmas.
Photo by Lindsay Tether
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VECS planning Application Responses, Gill Pawson
64 Waterside: proposed side extension
The following is an edited objection made to the Planners agreed in principle by majority decision at VECS
Committee with one supporter.

The property is one half of a pair of cottages, constructed of red brick with a slate roof. The scheme involves a timber clad exterior, which is completely at
odds with the construction of the cottages. The Society
considers that the use of timber is inappropriate in this
particular setting. It is not relevant, in our view, to refer
to other timber structures in the locality to justify its
use in this setting; what is important is the immediate
relationship between the two cottages and this one
side extension. If the principle of an extension, of the
design submitted, is considered to be acceptable, the
materials of its construction must match the existing.
Of equal importance is the rear extension. It is similarly
out of keeping with the cottage character and breaks
up the appearance of the rear of the cottages. It is the
rear of the cottages that is the most significant public
view to users of Waterside, Crown Meadow and the
river. Although the cottages are outside the Conservation Area and are not Listed Buildings, they are significant in the attractiveness of the River Avon corridor.
The river valley is an important part of the town’s
green infrastructure and its tourism offer.

Taken together, the two extensions, as proposed
would lead to a significant imbalance in the appearance of the pair of cottages. In our view, the only way
to make these acceptable in their prominent location,
is for a similar pair of extensions to be added to the
adjoining cottage, 62 Waterside. As this cottage is in
the ownership of the applicant, this approach should
be required, by the submission of a new application
with both cottages treated similarly.

1-3 Swan Lane; Proposed Gaming Centre
We are very concerned about the use of this property
for this type of business. The town centre is already well
served by gaming premises, operated by Coral, Ladbrokes and Paddy Power on the High Street and one on
Bridge Street – the Grosvenor Centre. Another such use
would have a serious, adverse impact on the nature of
the leisure use offered within the town centre.
The business intends to operate 24 hours a day. There is
a serious risk of anti-social behaviour late at night,
which could have a serious negative impact on the residents in the locality of this property. It also carries the
risk of adverse impacts on the residents who will occupy
the new accommodation that it is intended to construct
as part of the redevelopment of the adjacent Co-op site,
as proposed in the South Worcestershire Development
Plan Review Preferred Options Document.
It is acknowledged that empty premises need a beneficial use, to generate income for the town, albeit a very
undesirable use. Therefore, in the event that the Council decides to approve this use, any consent should only
be granted on the basis of restricting operating hours to
between 7.00am and 11.00pm.

The second application is for the associated advertisements for the premises; all of these comprise illuminated signs. Illumination of the signs in this less busy
and generally darker part of the Conservation Area is
unacceptable. Illuminating the projecting, hanging sign
is even less acceptable. High Street has few illuminated
shop front signs and even less illuminated hanging
signs. Therefore, the introduction of illumination in this
part of the Conservation Area would have a significant,
adverse visual impact, therefore the illumination component should be refused. The unit can instead provide
an attractive façade at night time by using internal lighting.
STOP PRESS
The two applications for this building were approved by
delegated decision on 5/1/2021. The District Members
had decided they did not want these applications referred to Planning Committee. The opening hours are
to be from 8am to Midnight.
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Pippins Court by Colin Tether
Pippins Court is composed of two blocks of flats on Waterside, next to the Cemetery (photograph on page 6).
They are located in the flood plain and so they were constructed with the residential floors above flood level by
placing those floors on top of a ground floor used for
storage.
The owners of the flats decided to use new legislation
only enacted in 2020 which allows, under certain conditions the addition of two floors to buildings. If this takes
place, Pippins Court will have one 5 storey and one 6
storey building.
Among other concerns the residents of Pippins Court are
outraged at the prospect of having their roof removed to
add two more floors.
The Civic Society objected to the application on a number of grounds, including under the conditions, any new
storey should not exceed the height of any existing storey. We spotted that the ground floor was less high than
the floors above. We also objected because of the appearance of the buildings in the context of the riverside
setting and the flooding risk.
In spite of many objections, the Wychavon Planning
recommended approval. At the Committee meeting in
December, it was decided to defer the item until January so the actual height of the ground floor could be
properly established.
At the January meeting, with approval still recommended, the Committee decided to refuse the application after a good discussion. A success for local action!
Workman Bridge Plaques
Members will know that the sad state of the two historic
plaques in the centre of Workman Bridge has caused
despair and despondency. The Civic Society tried its
best to get renovation carried out, we obtained funding
and quotes, but the wheels of local government turn
very slowly and in this case they seized up altogether. It
has been suggested that a quote from the County
Council was around £10,000 for the works as it seems,
due to the complexity of the task of renovation, special
plant, health and safety considerations, advance signing,
barriers and legal notices would be required.

The Cross Keys & The Plague.
On page 4 of this Newsletter Gill
Pawson describes the Planning Application to open a Gaming Centre.
It is worth repeating something of
the history which Sue Campbell set
out in the New Year 2017 Newsletter, thinking about Covid 19 today
Sue wrote:
1n 1938 the Cheltenham Original Brewery Company
decided to demolish the old building and replaced it
with the present brick built structure as part of their programme of improvements to their properties.
During the demolition an interesting discovery was
made. Inside a crevice in an old beam a piece of folded
paper was found. It was a plague pass issued in London
in 1665 when the city was in the grip of an epidemic. To
try to prevent the spread of the disease people who
wished to leave the city had to declare that they had no
contact with infected residents.
The pass is dated 5 July 1665 and said that Mary
Walker, servant, and her master George Bostock & his
family were free of the disease and she was free to
travel. She appears to have left just in time as the
parish register of St Andrew Undershaft contains the
following entry:
George Bostocke the son of George Bostocke was buried 31 August 1665. Plague.
This is the only known plague pass to survive and is now
in the Corporation of London Record Office.

Before

In the end your editor carried out the renovation
himself. The work was limited involving a thorough
cleansing and some painting. This was carried out
without any obstruction to people passing by, many of
whom thanked him for his work.
The Civic Society has reimbursed your editor for his costs
which amounted to £4.58

And after

Changes to Planning Legislation - 2020, Gill Pawson
Many activities come within the definition of
‘development’. The principle of planning is that
‘development’ needs to be controlled for the benefit of
the local community and population as a whole. However, many activities have such limited impacts that they
have been allowed to take place without the need for
formal Planning Permission; all of the activities that fall
into this category are listed in the General Permitted
Development Order. Over the years, the list has been
extended. The latest additions have been justified on a)
the Corona Virus pandemic and b) the need for new
housing units.
In response to the pandemic a change allows for
restaurants and cafes, drinking establishments and
drinking establishments with expanded food provision to
temporarily provide takeaway food. This runs from 24th
March 2020 until 23rd March 2021. Residents of
Evesham will have already noticed that some establishments have already taken advantage of this change.
The more significant change, which became active on 1st
August 2020 allows two additional storeys on blocks of
built between 1st July 1948 and 5th March 2018. Certain
limitations were made including:
(b) the above ground level, the building is less than 3
storeys in height;
(e) the floor to ceiling height of any additional storey
is—
(i) more than 3 metres in height; or
(ii) more than the floor to ceiling height of any of
the existing storeys, whichever is the lesser, where
such heights are measured internally;
This change is the one which has been used to justify the
Application for Pippins Court (See page 5).

Pippins Court, hopefully now not to grow upwards!
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Other changes can be found in the Use Classes Order
2020.
This has introduced a new class of Commercial, Business
and Service uses (E), which includes a broad and diverse
range of uses which principally serve the needs of visiting members of the public and/or are suitable for a
town centre area. The use class allows for a mix of uses
which recognises that a building may be in several different uses concurrently or be used for different uses at
different times of the day. The class incorporates the
whole of the previous shops (A1) (apart from those that
now fall within scope of the F2 Local Community use
class – see below), financial and professional services
(A2), restaurant and cafes (A3) and business use (B1
including offices), and uses such as nurseries, health
centres and gyms (previously in classes D1 nonresidential institutions, and D2 assembly and leisure)
and it seeks to provide for new uses which may emerge
and are suitable for a town centre area.
Class F2 is new and covers
a) a shop mostly selling essential goods, including food,
to visiting members of the public in circumstances
where—
(i) the shop’s premises cover an area not more than
280 metres square, and
(ii) there is no other such facility within 1,000 metre
radius of the shop’s location, (formerly A1 use class)
b) a hall or meeting place for the principal use of the
local community, ((see also Use Class F1 (e) – formerly
D1 use class)
c) an area or place for outdoor sport or recreation, not
involving motorised vehicles or firearms, ((see also sui
generic) – formerly D2(e) use class)
d) an indoor or outdoor swimming pool or skating
rink. (formerly D2(e) use class).
Evesham Town Centre Prospectus, Gill Pawson
Towards the end of last year Wychavon District Council
awarded a contract to CBRE, an international consultancy, to lead a project to prepare an investment prospectus for the town centres of Evesham, Pershore and
Droitwich Spa. The contract includes a commitment to
consult a wide range of stakeholders, which for
Evesham includes the Civic Society.
On 8 January, Gill held a Zoom discussion with a consultant from ‘thinkingplace’. This ranged from what is
good about the town – its heritage, its riverside setting,
its wider ‘Cotswold setting’ – to what is bad about the
town – its traffic, poorly maintained buildings and public
realm, empty premises. Gill suggested that traffic congestion would be relieved with investment in safe
cycling routes, to encourage school users to change
from vehicle access to cycling. She also urged the consultancy to talk to the Highways England (A46), as they
play a vital role in the life of the town.

Asked what the opportunities are for the rejuvenation
of the centre, Gill emphasised the potential of the
heritage hub, based around the Abbey remains,
Churches, Bell Tower, Almonry, Public Hall, Town Hall
and more widely the Conservation Area. There is scope
for offering a significant experience, for both residents
and visitors from far and wide.
Gill had previously sent through a plan of the sites in the
town centre shown below that have potential for
significant investment, following a discussion by your
committee. She emphasised the potential for
investment in the upper floors of many of the buildings,
for residential use.
When asked to give 3 words to describe the town
centre, Gill gave: attractive, historic and accessible.
Gill asked the interviewer when the prospectus would
be made public, but all he could say was that his
contract is only for 3 months, although CBRE’s contract
is longer. VECS will be contacted again before the
investigative process is complete, so we await further
information.

Civic Society members are now invited to take part:
The two virtual workshops are taking place via the
Zoom platform on the following dates:
*
Thursday 21 January, 6pm - 7.30pm
*
Friday 29 January, 10am - 11.30am
To register to attend one of the workshops (you only
need to attend one), please use the Eventbrite link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/developing-a-visionfor-evesham-place-marketing-workshop-tickets135307415121
Once you have registered, further information will
follow ahead of the session.
Online survey:
To access the online survey, please use the Survey
Monkey link:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/EveshamVision

This plan shows just how
much space within easy reach
of Evesham Town Centre
could be considered for redevelopment.
The spaces shown, identified
by your Committee, are
generally run down, waste
land, or in some way suitable
for some other use.
In addition the Abbey
Churches and Almonry Hub is
shown which has development potential with the
Evesham Abbey Trust and
nearby Public Hall proposals.
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Evesham Lighting Trail
We have a new Wychavon Arts and Development Officer
in post, Caroline Treadwell.
Caroline has put forward an ambitious plan for a
’Lighting Trail’ in conjunction with ‘Noiseboys’ a company which specialises in Sound and Lighting schemes.
The following introduces the scheme:
‘The use of controlled light outdoors can greatly enhance
the built environment. We have designed a scheme, using a balance of colour and white light, to build on the
work already carried out in Evesham to enhance its historic assets and the environment around the Almonry,
Abbey grounds, All Saints and St Lawrence church yards.
The ultimate aim of this is to illustrate some of the rich
heritage of Evesham through the lighting of its architecture and natural environment. ‘
The scheme has been designed as a trail to bring together the current installations of the War Memorial,
Bell Tower and Almonry Museum with the proposed installations at All Saints, St Lawrence’s, the Cloister Arch
and Abbey Walls. Using lighting allows participants to
see detail that is often missed in daylight, such as the
stained glass windows and the little design quirks, such
as faces on towers. ‘
The trail starts at the Almonry and guides the participants eventually to the town square, connecting the park
to the town centre and supporting the night time economy. Should participants decide to follow a different
route, then the experience will be different, which will
hopefully encourage repeat visits. ‘
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The plans are only now being formulated and there will
be a lot of work to do in gaining funding and authority.
Your Committee is all for it, but with one proviso. We
feel the Almonry is just not a suitable building as a back
drop for projection.
With other plans underway and considered including the
Abbey Trust Conservation Project and the Public Hall
basement Virtual Reality Experience, Evesham should
certainly be the place to visit!
Our Shop fronts
Three Committee Members undertook a survey of High
Street and Port Street shop fronts in December aimed at
identifying which ones were treated with an external
plastic film coating. This is the film coating that prevents
the passer by easily seeing inside the shop which can be
thought of us unwelcoming. We believe it is unsightly,
especially within a Conservation Area and unnecessary.

Both of these shops in Port Street are Grade II listed

One of the great joys of exploring a landscape such as
this is the layer upon layer of history and events that
have taken place, and to build on this, we also propose
that a permanent art installation is placed on the trail.
The final trail design is conceived to also become smartphone compatible once the various developments have
been completed. This would provide a snapshot of where
we are now as the rest of the site is made up of snapshots of Evesham through time. ‘

Our survey was sent to Wychavon Planning with the
request for action. We have now heard that the Wychavon Enforcement Team will now being investigating
under ‘Priority 3’. So we hope to see some changes
made for the better to help improve our lovely town .

Proposed route of the lighting trail

This Newsletter was compiled by Colin Tether with thanks to
the contributors, Gill Pawson, Pat & Ian Stanton, Richard
Thomson, John Goodwin, Sue Campbell and Lindsay Tether.

