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Patron: Alistair McGowan

The VECS Christmas tree pictured above takes centre stage in this issue. Once again it is in St. Lawrence’s
Church together with the other trees from other clubs and societies. This is all organised by Evesham ‘s
own Diane Raphael, ex Mayor, ex Mayoress, ex Town Councillor and still working hard for the town.
The Committee wishes all members a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

How do you like your Newsletter?
In days gone by, we always printed out Newsletters and they were delivered to your door, either by one of
the Committee, or if you lived further away, by your post man or post woman.
Now we can easily send the Newsletter as an attachment to an email. This saves the Society money, both in
the cost of printing especially if we print in colour, and the cost of envelopes and stamps.
BUT do you really want the Newsletter as an email attachment? Do you print it out? Do you actually get
around to reading it?
The Committee think we have a number of choices:
1.
Print out the Newsletter to all members and deliver. Probably we would choose black and white to
save costs
2.
Send Newsletters as attachments to all members with email addresses. Then print the Newsletters
and deliver to the remaining members with no email.
3.
Ask members what they want. Then continue to print and deliver Newsletters to all those who ask,
and send as attachments to those who are happy to receive them that way.
So please let us know what you think. Please email your choice to vecs1972@gmail.com

VECS Annual Lunch Saturday 11th January 2020
12 noon for 1.00pm

Place your order!!!!
The Civic Society Annual Lunch 2020 is again at The Three Ways
Hotel, Mickleton, GL55 6SB.
Please let Sue Campbell have your menu choice and your
remittance by 31st December at the very latest.
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Committee Changes
It is with regret the Committee announces the resignation of Jim Powell as Chairman.
Jim has chaired the Society from April 2016. Born and bred in Evesham, he is well known for his enthusiasm for the town and for his knowledge of the infrastructure, particularly that beneath our feet.
Jim will continue as a member and has kindly agreed to act as a consultant to the committee, when
it needs technical and local information on which he is an expert.
Colin Tether, your Newsletter editor has agreed to attend meetings as a co-opted member, partially
but not entirely connected with matters associated with this Newsletter.

Sustainable development goals
By Richard Thomson

You will probably remember that in 2015 the
United Nations met to agree sustainable development goals to combat the most pressing
issues of our time including the eradication of
hunger and extreme poverty, the protection of
the environment, climate action and the
breaking down of gender barriers. Altogether
there are 17 goals and they were agreed by
193 members of the United Nations and apply
across the world.
All the goals are laudable and the UK Government is firmly committed to delivering them both at home
and around the world. The Government issued a corporate report in July 2019, ‘Implementing the sustainable development goals’ stating their wish to remain in the forefront of delivering the aims. Of particular relevance to the UK and about which the Civic Society has special interest is Goal 11, Sustainable
Cities and Communities. On public transport their initial response document says:
“We are aware that access to transport is important to allow people to access education, to get to
work, to see family and friends and to enjoy leisure activities. The Plan seeks to address the barriers
faced by disabled people and brings together a range of actions across different modes of transport
with the aim of increasing disabled people’s access to public transport.
Good, helping disabled people to access transport is essential but what about the rest of us, don’t we
all need to use public transport? In particular, the people in smaller rural towns and outlying villages
where public transport services are very much a Cinderella service or as often as not do not exist. The
Government document says nothing of this and yet it is the absence of good regular and comprehensive bus services that keep people in their cars and the roads thereby needlessly overcrowded.
On housing the document says that the Government is aiming to deliver 1,000,000 homes across England by 2020. “ We are committed to providing safe and affordable housing whilst supporting sustainable urbanisation…..We are making sure that local communities are fully informed about new
infrastructure, such as roads and schools which will be provided when new homes are granted planning permission.”
So don’t say you haven’t been told.

The South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP) by Gillian Pawson and Colin Tether
Readers will be aware that the SWDP is rather like the Forth Railway Bridge. Work on it never ever stops.
Consultation is taking place again on the SWDP Review Preferred Options and there was a well attended event
in Evesham Town Hall on November 28th. All comments must be received by December 16th . The current proposals for Evesham may seem modest in comparison with previous years and for other towns. However, fairly
substantial further growth is proposed, especially employment land, and concern must be voiced about further
overloading the already overloaded Camel’s back.
Gillian Pawson has compiled a comprehensive response. This may be viewed in full on the Vale of Evesham
Civic Society website. https://www.valeofeveshamcivicsociety.org.uk/News.html We are fortunate that Gill has
the energy and professional expertise to really scrutinise what is being put forward. Shown below is just some
of what Gillian has submitted.
Evesham Housing Allocations. Table 13.
The three new allocated housing sites will all generate more traffic and have additional impact on the inadequate infrastructure in the town. Cheltenham Road and Pershore Road already have serious traffic congestion,
as do the town centre roads. The two mixed housing sites need to be limited to car-free housing components,
thus helping to reduce the traffic impact of more cars in the town centre. Legal agreements should be imposed
and thus referred to in the appropriate policy, to limit the occupation to residents without a car.
Evesham Employment Allocations. Table 21.
CFS0680 Sawmills Walk/Briar Close.
The local access road, Briar Close, is narrow and it is the main route to St. Egwin’s Middle School. There is no
footpath over the Black Bridges over the railway, therefore the release of this site should be made conditional
on the provision of a pedestrian footbridge. It should be added to the Policy so that it is clear to any potential
developer what would be required and thus factored in to the economic assessment of the cost of any scheme.
CFS0099 Land off Evesham Road, north of Twyford roundabout.
This is an isolated site, outside the Development Boundary, with no easy access by pedestrians or cyclists and
thus all employee access would most likely be by car, increasing pressure on the local highways, which are already congested at peak times and often at other times of the day as well. The expansion of employment uses
into the countryside would inevitably lead to further development outside the Development Boundary of the
town. This site should be deleted in favour of further development at Vale Park.
CSF0142 and CFS0143 Land adjacent to Broadway Road, Wickhamford.
If Vale Park is to be extended north on these parcels of land, no direct access onto the A44 should be allowed,
due to serious highway safety implications. All access must be through Vale Park and on to the A46 at the
roundabout provided to serve this development.
It would however provide a much more compact site, not dictated by the odd field boundaries that limit these
two allocations and CFS0891, if a more southerly/easterly extension, were defined instead by access, landscape
impact, topography and archaeological and any ecological impacts.
Any extension to Vale Park must provide good access for pedestrians and cyclists, which is why the existing access is best, especially following the recent investment in the traffic light controlled crossing of the A46.
All uses in any expanded area should also be limited to Use Classes B1and B8.
Evesham Town Centre Plan.
The Primary Shopping Area should be extended north as far as the Post Office on the west side and as far as 86
High Street on the east side, to include the shops within this area. The boundary of the Town Centre appears to
be drawn on an out-of-date survey of the use of the buildings in the centre. It should be redrawn following an
up to date survey to ensure that only appropriate uses are included. The following are examples of the changes
that are needed, but is not a comprehensive list:
 Extension south to include Merstow Green car park and the new retail units and veterinary practice and
hospital.
 Removal of the residential properties that are on the margins of the currently designated town centre
area e.g. west side of Brick Kiln St and south of Bewdley Street; northwest of Mill Street and the isolated
property adjacent to Workman Bridge/River Avon opposite the Methodist Church.
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A splendid trip to Rodmarton Manor and Malmesbury by Richard Thomson
We knew it would be an interesting trip when we boarded a Chinese coach – how often does that
happen? The weather was dry but clouds were already somewhat leaden. Via Fish Hill, Stow and Cirencester we arrived at Rodmarton Manor, a fine early 20th century country house in the Arts and
Crafts style, built in local stone, with its three wings angled as three sides of an octagon facing a large
entrance lawn. The manor (Grade 1 listed status) has been described by C R Ashbee, the well-known
architect and designer of the period, as the single best example of the Arts and Crafts movement.
It was built for Claud and Margaret Biddulph by a series of local craftsmen between 1909 and 1929 to
the design of Ernest Barnsley. The Biddulphs were enthusiasts about the Arts and Crafts movement
which focussed on the use of traditional styles and techniques in building, decorative craftwork and
fine art. To this end the central wing of the property was given over to craft teaching and community
events. The house forms the centre piece of a 500 acre estate.
Our tour took in the principal ground floor rooms, the hall, dining room, drawing room, ballroom and
chapel. We saw wonderful pieces of hand-made furniture, carpets and tapestries, china, glassware
and many paintings and wall hangings. Beautiful ornaments of china, glass, metal ware and pieces of
exquisite jewellery and embroidery were all displayed. Large log- burning stone fireplaces were centrepieces in the drawing room and ballroom. The furniture throughout had been commissioned specifically for the house and built by local workshops. Outside the gardens were very handsome and are
organised in ‘rooms’, much as the style adopted at Hidcote Manor.
The weather stayed dry as we continued to Malmesbury, a hilltop town beside the Wiltshire Avon. A
very old town originally the site of an Iron-age fort, in 675 an abbey was founded and unlike Evesham, the abbey survived the ire of Henry VIII and still exists as the Abbey church. Athelstan, the first
King of all England lived here (died 939) and there is a medieval tomb to him in the Abbey church.
The town, though small (population about 5500) is delightful, with the main streets alive with a good
range of small shops. It is understood that the church owns many of these retail properties and
clearly values them as going concerns. A lesson to Evesham and many other towns struggling to keep
small shops in the retail mix .
Very many thanks to Sue Campbell for once again organising an excellent and most enjoyable day
out.
Evesham Anti-Litter Campaign Progress by Colin Tether
Litter picks have continued with Civic Society members featuring prominently. Indeed in the latest
pick on Saturday 7th December in Lower Leys, Bengeworth, five of our members took part, a third of
the total numbers of volunteer pickers. Altogether we filled around 40 bags of litter together with
four motor tyres, one wheel and all sorts of other rubbish.
Bruce Taylor (right in photo) leads
the group and is tireless in his work.
Bruce feels the campaign cannot go
on for ever and is seeking to concentrate on getting people to stop littering through education and enforcement.
In areas such as Lower Leys behind
shops, the campaign is seeking to get
people who live and work near to
the problem areas to get together to
solve the problem and keep them
clean in future
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The Evesham Transport Stakeholder Group by Brian Chilver
Traffic congestion, journey time, unreliability and driver frustration characterise the Evesham traffic
experience for visitors, residents and businesses. The Civic Society has been involved in several initiatives to improve an extremely unsatisfactory situation.

In June 2018 Worcestershire County Council established the Evesham Transport Stakeholder Group
to improve communications on Evesham’s traffic issues between representatives of the County
Council, Wychavon District Council, Evesham Town Council and representatives of several interest
groups who have a particular concern about the consequences of transportation problems on their
particular interest areas. The Vale of Evesham Civic Society is such a group. We attend and contribute to the meetings chaired by the County Council which seek to develop a more structured approach to communication of information between meeting participants.
As an overall plan is developed to tackle key problem areas there will be a need to inform the general public on progress and we believe that our involvement in this activity will result in an improved
feedback process.
Early in 2020 there will be a status update on critical issues which have been considered so far.
These will cover the results of the computer modelling assessments prepared by external consultants. Locations covered included Mill Street, Abbey Road/Waterside junction, High Street/
Worcester Road junction and potential changes to the High Street/Swan Lane/Avon Street junction.
Interestingly a report on air quality at Port Street/Waterside has shown a marked improvement in
air quality. Upgrades to traffic lights at Davies Road/Cheltenham Road and Port Street/Waterside
are expected to prove beneficial.
An external consultant study on parking provision is expected to be completed by the end of July
next year.
The Cycling/Walking Strategy under development should help to get more of us out of our cars for
the sake of our health and to reduce short car trips compounding problems on an already difficult
traffic system.
Finally, as plans for an A46 upgrade strategy progress under the task force set up by Highways England with significant County Council involvement, the progress of their deliberations will be shared
with us and we hope it will bring significant benefits to Evesham Town Traffic.
Remember the long hot summer?

These photos show two of our authors, Brian Chilver and Richard Thomson manning the VECS stall at
the Simon de Montfort Battle event in August 2019. The right photo shows the Wolfe Wahle Story

People and Planning by Richard Thomson
It’s fifty years since the government committee led by Arthur Skeffington MP published the report on
public participation , ‘People and Planning’. The report tried to address the perceived problems concerning planning matters where the public felt themselves left out of many of the development decisions which affected their daily lives.
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Many of you will not need reminding that the sixties was a
time of considerable change with a huge amount of road
building – (motorway building had started in the late fifties) and housing construction at a scale well in excess of
levels reached today. The report argued for some form of
community forum to help oversee plan making. This process would start with a medley of activities at community
level to seek information and evidence from the public in
advance of any plan making. This ‘public participation’ is
still the way in which most plan making today is attempted.
One of the major changes over the last 50 years has been the rise and rise of the development industry.
The power and influence of huge development companies is often seen by ‘the community’ to outweigh
the arguments of residents and citizens generally. The ownership of land by such companies is seen by
many local people capable of producing faits accomplis in the development of land where local authorities have few alternative options to offer.
It is unfortunate that such circumstances taint the current development picture and whilst public participation continues as part of the planning process, more often than not it’s the development tail which
wags the planning dog.
Planning Applications by Gillian Pawson
Since the summer newsletter, few applications have been made that have attracted the attention of
the Society’s committee members. The response to those that have is set out below.
19/01410 Green Gables Business Park
The proposal is for the redevelopment of this brownfield land for 76 houses. Of primary concern to
members of the Civic Society is the risk of increasing traffic conflict on Kings Road, which will be one of
the main access roads to the site.
Currently, both day and night, there are cars parked on either side of Kings Road, which creates room
for vehicles travelling only in one direction, as there are very limited passing spaces along the road. Already, vehicles towing canal narrow boats to and from the marina down this road and the other access
roads in this area have great difficulty in negotiating the narrow space between parked cars. At times
when parents are delivering or collecting children from the school next door to the application site, the
problem with lack of space on the highway due to parked cars is exacerbated.
Recently Port Street was shut for 10 days due to a sewer collapse. This is due to the age of the sewer –
over 100 years old. This sewer is having to accommodate a large increase in flow, due to the volume
created by the new housing to the south of the town. The additional pressure, especially during periods
of heavy rain, puts pressure on the main that it is increasingly unable to withstand. Further development south of the river could lead to yet further sewer collapse, causing considerable inconvenience to
local residents, workers and visitors alike. Before any recommendation for consent is considered, Seven
Trent Water Authority should be asked for a detailed response on this proposal, and any others south
of the river, taking into account the lack of investment in new sewer infrastructure to serve existing and
proposed development. A decision is awaited.
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19/01541 Offenham Road
An objection was submitted to the development of 47 affordable houses on land east of Offenham
Road, a development proposed in connection with a new Baptist Church on adjacent land.
The submitted site layout plan shows the central part (approximately half) of this area as the surface
water run-off collection area i.e. a lagoon. It is VERY unusual for this potentially dangerous area to be
incorporated into the public open space. Usually, it is fenced off with security fencing, so that when it is
filled with water, following a period of heavy rain, it is not a hazard to the public, children especially.
The two uses should be separated and clearly defined. Alternatively, a proper Sustainable Drainage
System across the whole site should be designed, to remove the requirement for a separate lagoon.
No area is provided for children’s play i.e.no equipment and no reasonable sized area for kicking a ball
about.
The proposed multifunctional area does not link functionally with the wider countryside immediately
to the east, being cut off by a road. Thus, its use by nature and wildlife would be severely limited.
The Transport Statement refers to a speed survey undertaken on Offenham Road in 2018. This found
that around 60% of drivers exceed the 30mph speed limit. However, no proposal is included for measures in the highway to reduce the speed along this stretch of the road, e.g speed humps, road narrows
etc. Such a scheme should be required as a condition of any planning permission.
The Transport Statement also refers to PICADY modelling of the site access junction. VECS members
and the residents of the southern part of Evesham and the villages served by the Offenham Road are
much more concerned about the lack of capacity of the junction of Offenham Road with Elm Road/
Badsey Road at the mini-roundabout. At peak times, the traffic backs up on the Offenham Road for
some distance causing considerable inconvenience to road users, including the significant number of
HGVs that use this junction. The transport consultants should be required to undertake PICARDY modelling of this junction to see what impact the additional traffic will have on peak flows in particular and
to assess the need for junction improvements to cater for the additional traffic.
A decision is awaited.
Update on recent applications





The second car park for Lidl is now under construction.
The development at 86 High Street was eventually approved, after the submission of revised
plans that reduced the impact of the scheme.
The existing use of 93 Port Street as a house in multiple occupancy was given retrospective planning permission.
The redevelopment of Riverside Hotel by demolition and replacement with 8 houses is still pending a decision.

Planning Enforcement issues
The committee agreed to seek action by Wychavon Enforcement Officer on the unauthorised building
works taking place in the listed building at 85b High Street, the previous home of Spiritus.
An initial response was received from the Officer that investigations by the Council are underway, however despite a recent request for an update on action being taken, no further response has been forthcoming. The lack of action is a sad reflection of the lack of resources being devoted to the problems
that are being created by unscrupulous landlords of a few historic properties within the Town Centre
Conservation Area.

It is also apparent that unauthorised work is also being undertaken by the same landowner on two
other Listed Buildings in the town centre – the old butcher’s shop on the west side of the alleyway between Bridge Street and High Street and the property opposite. These matters will be raised with the
new Head of Planning. The flagrant disregard of the national legislation that is designed to protect
Listed Buildings, with no appropriate action by the Local Planning Authority only encourages other landowners to follow suit.
Town Centre parking
One of the initiatives to reduce traffic on our roads is to provide additional parking for the station, so
that more people can be encouraged to travel by train. Our past Chairman, Jim Powell led a tour of possible sites, about which he has detailed knowledge. As a result three areas of land were identified as
providing potential; two sites to the west of Briar Close Industrial Estate and one site adjacent to the
railway tracks on the north side. These sites were illustrated on a map, with possible points of both vehicle and pedestrian access and the information has been supplied to Worcestershire Highways Authority for use by the appointed consultants who are to carry out a town centre wide parking survey and
assessment.
Return of the Wood Norton Golden Gates, by Colin Tether
Members who attended the November talk about Wood Norton Hall by John Hodges will know something of the Golden Gates. Now they are back in place I would like to add a bit more about the history
of these wonderful objects.
The story is they were demolished one night in August
2003 by a chap in his motor car leaving a wedding.
The gates were removed by local blacksmith, Steven
Ellis Cooper, for safe keeping. He was concerned they
would be taken for scrap. Over the years Steve then
did the repairs and waited for payment. In June 2011
Jill Haycock organised a special trip for us to see the
gates in his workshop in Pershore.

The Golden Gates December 2019

I have always suspected that the gates originally
came up from York House in Twickenham, where I
used to work. I measured the gates there and found
them to be exactly the same size. Now I see that this
is confirmed on Wikipedia so it must be true!
The restored gates are kept closed, the better to be
seen. The left hand pedestrian gate does open, but
not the right hand one as the footpath tarmac has
been set too high. Shame.

The Gates in 2011with their restorer, Steven Ellis Cooper

And could the restored gates suffer the same fate as
before? Could a tired driver on a dark night miss seeing the gates from the back and try to drive through
them? Well yes. There are just two tiny reflective
markers to show a driver the gates are there, but is
that enough? I really hope so.
Newsletter edited by Colin Tether. 10th December 2019

York House Gates, Twickenham
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