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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our
members from the Committee.
Above is shown the new, slightly modified Society logo.
We have returned to our full name as ……...
‘Vale of Evesham Civic Society’.
And to the left is the VECS Christmas tree on display in
the nave of St Lawrence Church. Out tree is just of the many
on display from various clubs, pubs and charities.
Photo by Jill Haycock

Our 2018 Programme – Sue Campbell
Saturday 13th January: The Society’s Annual Lunch is once more at the Three Ways Hotel in Mickleton.
Good company and excellent food combine to make this a most enjoyable occasion. The menu and the
booking form have already been sent out to members who use email. For those who prefer postal
communication, the details are enclosed with this newsletter.
Tuesday 13 February: Dr Steven Blake is going to talk about a journey along the Cotswold Way. Far more
relaxing than climbing up the section of that path that leads up the hillside from Wood Stanway towards
Stumps Cross. Steven is an excellent speaker.
13th March: Tony Conder speaking about the Gloucester Docks. Tony was formerly the curator at Stoke
Bruerne Waterways Museum and then at the Waterways Museum at Gloucester Docks. Tony is also a
knowledgeable and interesting speaker.

Gloucester Docks in 2011 during the visit of the Tall Ships

10th April: Our AGM. After the formal business is over, Jenny Davis, who is the Wychavon Arts Development
Officer, will give a short talk on the ‘Illuminate Project’. She will describe the different methods which will be
used to illuminate the Almonry, Bell Tower and the War Memorial in Abbey Park.
16th May Our first outing is to Morton Hall Gardens near Inkberrow. This is an afternoon visit using own
transport. The present owners purchased the property in 2007 and have created a beautiful room themed
garden in the grounds of the Georgian House. If you ‘Google’ Morton House Gardens you can see the lovely
photos on their website. We will have a guided tour of the garden and afternoon tea. The cost is £10 and
numbers are strictly limited to 24. Unfortunately the visit is unsuitable for wheelchairs.

2018 Programme Continued…….
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14th June we are visiting Witney in the morning. After looking at the town and lunching there we will
move on to Rousham House for a guided tour of the house and a visit to the gardens. The house was
built about 1635 for the Dormer family who still occupy it. The front door retains musket holes from a
Civil War skirmish. The grounds were landscaped by William Kent around 1738 and they are one of the
few gardens of this date to remain unaltered and unspoilt.
19th July we will be joining with the Simon de Montfort Society on a trip to Lincoln. Numbers will be
limited. More details to follow.
The September outing is still being arranged and I have booked the Autumn speakers. Philip Jarvis will
be talking about Evesham bound trains from Birmingham New Street with mention of the Redditch
Tunnel and new photos of Evesham. A new speaker to us will be Dr Simon Draper who is going to talk
to us about Place Names in the Landscape. Adrian and I have heard him before and he is exceptionally
interesting.

106 and All That, by John Goodwin.
No not 1066 although it is a piece of history.
The ‘Section 106’ agreement has evolved over 70 plus
years. Even before that Winston Churchill believed
landowners benefiting from ever increasing land prices
“contributed nothing to the process from which his
own enrichment was derived” and in 1909 further believed it “unearned increment ripening at the
expense of the country”.
It was not until the Town and Country Act in 1947 that Clement Attlee required development value to
be vested in the state. The policy failed because developers gained no profit from obtaining consents so
it was repealed by the Tories in 1951. Sixteen years later the Labour party tried again, introducing a
Betterment Levy of 40%. Three years later the Tories scrapped it, in 1975 Labour introduced a 80%
development land tax and, true to form the Tories, under Mrs Thatcher, scrapped that ten years later.
Ping pong finally ended in 1990, in an attempt to capture the increase in land values ‘Section 106’ was
born. This required private developers to contribute to local infrastructure such as affordable housing or
roads as a condition of planning approval. Negotiating such an agreement is painfully slow and has
discouraged small developers so the present Tory government has pledged to streamline the process
but there was no evidence of that in the Chancellor’s Autumn Statement.
In 2010 the Government, wishing to benefit more from “land value capture”, introduced a slightly
different tack with the “Community Infrastructure Levy” (CIL), a new system of funding infrastructure
through planning charges that allows a Council to ask developers to pay this levy for most new building
projects. It does not apply to conversions or to changes of use. The money raised can be used to fund a
wide range of infrastructure needed to support new development within the District, not necessarily in
the location where the money is raised.
Locally, because if the large amount of industrial and residential development, the apparent lack of
transparency in the allocation of these accumulated funds is of concern. Local Authorities should be
obliged to make available audited accounts so they can be easily scrutinised to ensure they are allocated
to local infrastructure or amenities as defined in the act. At present to obtain this information it has
been necessary to apply under the “Freedom of Information Act” and that can take a long time.
(Information for this article has been obtained from numerous sources in particular a Times article by
Philip Aldrick, Local Authority websites and search engines.)
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Society Recruitment Drive
Our Society need new members. A new application form has been made and if you are receiving this
by post we will include one. Please get a friend or neighbour to join if you possibly can!.

Our Trip to Leicester
14th September
A very popular visit.
Our group is being
addressed before we
visited the Richard III
Centre
Photo by Mike Attfield

A National Plan for Housing? By Richard Thomson
It’s taken some time but at last the Government in the shape of the Chancellor is starting to look
seriously at the problems of housing, in particular the slow pace of delivery of new dwellings to the
nation. The Chancellor in the Budget talked about the need to deliver 300,000 new dwellings per annum,
a figure last seen in the early 1960’s.
No quibbles on that front, not a day goes by without stories in the media of homes shortfalls all over the
country – in particular, the need for more affordable homes. The lead department for the delivery of the
overall housing plan is the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG). The department
plans to deliver 400,000 affordable housing starts by 2020 to 2021, focused on low-cost home ownership. This figure includes 200,000 Starter Homes which will be sold at a 20% discount compared to
market value to young first-time buyers and 135,000 Help to Buy Shared Ownership homes.
Fine and dandy, more low- cost homes for young buyers - albeit those figures only represent about
100,000 homes a year – less than 30% of the Chancellor’s proposed yearly target. But isn’t something
missing – affordable homes for the rented sector – via Housing Associations – and what we used to call
council houses? We are all aware of the punitive price of housing nowadays and the many desperate
families and single people without adequate financial resources and no prospect of getting on the houseto- buy ladder who are trapped in dreadful sub-standard accommodation, longing for re-housing in
something better. What of these folk - to say nothing of legions of young people struggling to get started
and save down payments – DCLG seems silent.
I haven’t touched on where these new homes should be. In previous pieces I have written of the need
for a new New Towns programme. The Chancellor talked of five such communities - all in the South-East.
There are also housing initiatives related to some of the major English cities - but such a patchwork will
not do.
A national plan of new settlements across the country is essential. Continuation of the existing tacking
on of housing areas to towns ad infinitum is unacceptable and brings misery to existing residents
through increased traffic, over-intensification of development and the subsequent loss of green spaces
and wild habitats and an overall deterioration of character. Evesham and a hundred other towns know
this.
A proper plan please Chancellor.

Neighbourhood Plans (NP) by John Goodwin
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“To be or not to be, that is the question” that has been discussed by local authorities nationwide including our own councils from Wychavon down to parish level – whether to draw up a Neighbourhood
Plan (NP) or not! Evesham has developed in the past and are currently in the process of developing the
Evesham Town Plan, but this unlike a NP is not enshrined in law, it is a wish list. The Town Plan is much
more diverse, covering many hoped-for needs in the town; yet a NP will only become part of the planning framework for land uses in the local area, hence “To be or not to be”.
Part of the Localism Act 2011, Neighbourhood Planning is defined as a new right for communities to
draw up a neighbourhood development plan that allows communities to come together and say
where they think new houses, businesses and shops should go. If the plan is in line with national planning policy and providing it meets minimum criteria and can demonstrate local support through a referendum, communities will be able to go ahead.

An illustration from the
Godmanchester
Neighbourhood Plan
with thanks

At a meeting with our MP Nigel Huddleston in October last year in answering a question on “Localism”
he touched on NPs as he considered them central to the Localism Act, this is a précis of his description:
There are 105 parishes in this constituency and all could have a NP. Smaller villages struggle to keep
pubs and shops open and to manage their finances but they are gradually seeing the advantage to
them of using the provisions of the act. To this end Wychavon District Council provide advice to help
Communities within their area to understand the process, including the production of development
plans to prevent inappropriate development. However more clarity is needed to avoid intervention by
the Secretary of State as in the case of a neighbourhood plan being overridden by the Secretary of
State at Drakes Broughton, where A High Court judge upheld a planning inspector’s decision to grant
permission on appeal to a developer for a 32-dwelling scheme.
Nigel Huddleston concluded by saying more influence is being seen with NP’s, but often are seen as
mostly advisory because they need more clarity. They should clearly state what is required and include
development plans. He made a plea for putting together a neighbourhood plan which will be referred
to as a reference document for planning and conservation in the future.
On 18 June 2015, new planning rules came into force which means wind turbines should only get the
go-ahead if they have been clearly backed by local people in a Local or NP. Any application to build
wind turbines will then need to have the clear backing of the community – with any planning concerns
clearly addressed. Harvington has a NP now and some years ago they had a problem with a proposed
wind turbine. The project did not proceed because of the huge amount of local opposition and action
groups but had their NP been in place at that time they would have avoided the issues they encountered.
At present there are 14 designated NP areas within the Wychavon District where an application has
been received) , a further 6 have fulfilled all the criteria and completed the adoption process. If our
MP’s Parish total of 105 is correct there are a large number of communities who are, as yet, not
convinced that there is a benefit to be gained by having a Neighbourhood Plan…..
It’s decision time, Evesham!

A Personal Connection with Cowl Street by Pat Stanton
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In 1972 Ian and I took over the tenancy of the ground floor of some premises in Cowl Street just up
from Bridge Street on the right. It was lovely old, cruck and beamed black and white building was
owned by Mr Jim Knight and as he was retiring, happy to let it on a short lease. This suited us as a
temporary measure at the time.
Extract from the
1886 OS map at
1/2500 scale

The front of the premises had two existing small businesses – a gift shop called “The Cobweb” selling glassware, elaborate ornate china, (much loved by the gypsies), costume jewellery etc. This room had a beautiful
lead light bay window fronting the street and a lovely
inglenook fireplace. Beyond that was “The Beehive”
health food shop – an enterprise well before health
foods became fashionable or even the norm. Both
these spaces were accessed by a flag stoned floor and
beamed passage to the right. A door off this passage
lead to the most twisted rickety stairs imaginable leading to the first floor. Mr Knight had converted the space
into two flats rented by single ladies, one of whom was
convinced a friendly ghost still lived there, but the shop
cat, Honey, was not so sure!

We were told the Beehive/Cobweb building may have been a pub of ill repute once. We have also been
given some information that there was a cobbler in the street, a Private William Jones who fought in
the battle of Rourke's Drift and won the VC in 1879. Our contact had purchased a wooden wine rack
which a local craftsman had made out of rescued pitch pine from the cobbler's shop dating it to c1840.
There was a space next to our premises which could perhaps have been the cobbler. Maybe this is the
age of many of the original buildings in this street on this side and the only survivor now is
Shakespeare's Joint.
This illustration and the one below is from ‘Evesham Observed’
by Aylwin Sampson. This one shows ‘The Cobweb/Beehive’ passage
Behind the retail area the premises had further space of a much later addition from which Ian ran his late father’s business, Saintfield Contractors
(formerly Reg Stanton Ltd). Reg Stanton Ltd had started in premises in Bridge
Street, now British Red Cross charity shop, which had access to a rear yard.
There was a tall stone tower, recently demolished, in the yard which Ian understood was a bacon curing tower. Ian does recall a pale crusty surface on
the inside which did indeed taste salty. However meeting the current developer of the site he had heard it was used to produce gun powder!
Bacon Curing Tower
In the early 1970's Cowl Street had several small independent shops
on the opposite side – including The Habit Gallery, The Apple Box, and
a pet food shop. All are gone now of course, the little row of shops
quite sympathetically converted into homes but the crooked old
premises we rented was demolished a few years ago and rebuilt as
you see it today.
Have we prompted any memories? (Obviously not as far back as mid
1800's!) And is it true that Cowl Street is so named because the Benedictine monks from the Abbey put their cowls up when walking in this
north facing cold street??
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Workman Gardens by John Goodwin

For the previous newsletter I wrote an article on Evesham’s Lime Trees and while admiring the wonderful avenue of them on Workman Gardens I wondered how many of us had seen or read the display board pictured below. If you have then please accept my apologies as this article seeks to summarize its contents for those who may not be aware of them and the area’s history.
Despite the earlier limits on navigation there was
evidence of wharfs along Waterside from the 14th century. In 1635 William Sandys of Fladbury obtained a
grant from Charles I to make the Avon navigable from
Tewkesbury to Stratford on Avon, a distance of some
50 miles. The work was completed in 1639.

Large wharfs were erected where the Workman Gardens sit, for loading goods provided locally and
for importing all those items required to sustain local business and the population in general. Previously without this important link these things were hauled overland on roads that often could be impassable.
In the 1850s railways started to take over the transport business and this heralded the decline in the
river traffic and the need for the many wharfs along Waterside. The disused wharfs were removed,
the river was straightened and lined, reed beds removed, small islands or “alts” were cleared away
and the river bed was dredged. The medieval narrow eight arch Bridge was replaced in 1856, all this
work appears to have been part of a major civil engineering project that took part during Mr Henry
Workman’s tenure as mayor of Evesham. The bridge was named “Workman Bridge” in his honour. In
1864 Henry Workman presented the reclaimed land on Waterside to the town and created “The
Workman Pleasure Grounds”, first used that same year to hold the Evesham Horticultural Flower
Show and Regatta.
The ”Grounds” was one of the first public parks in England and were used to celebrate Royal and
National events, band concerts sporting events and local attractions. Early photographs show a small
6 sided ticket kiosk, just inside entrance gates and between two large Wellingtonia, for admission by
subscription and ticket. One would pass through the original whale bone arch, now replaced with a
metal facsimile, to enter the park. An annual subscription of five shillings or a charge of one penny
per day was made for admission to events but for part of Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays each
week the public were admitted free of charge. Until the early 1900’s this was the main park for the
Town until the Abbey Park was opened.

Cleaning Up Our Town, by Colin Tether
The Civic Society has been central to the drive to clean
up Evesham. Our members have taken part in all of the
Litter Picks carried out so far as part of the Town Plan
initiative. We have cleaned up the riverside in two
places, around Four Pools and the Rynal estate as
pictured in March 2017.
In my opinion we are making a real difference. Well
Done to all Litter Picking VECS Members!
This Newsletter was put together by Colin Tether with thanks to all the contributors

