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The Last Straw?
It was probably inevitable, but the Boat Lane
planning application for 200 houses was approved
by Planning Committee on 28th June. So the
maxim “It’s what the people want” has not come
true, at least for the people of Evesham. We will
need to wait and see the detailed design once the
building companies have taken the site on.

David Way This
Newsletter
remembers
David Way. How
we miss him.

This Newsletter
This Newsletter is edited by Colin Tether. We
really welcome items from all members, please
email me something that interests you:
vecs1972@gmail.com

This photograph by David Birch entitled ‘The Last
Straw’ appeared in the Journal on July 26th. David
makes the point that the rich growing land is due
to be covered by 200 houses after some 1300
years of celebrated harvests.
Your Committee
At the April AGM the main Committee agreed to
carry on, with the exception of John Goodwin who
stood down as Hon. Secretary. John worked extremely hard and it will be difficult to replace him,
and indeed nobody has yet come forward. I am
pleased to say that John still remains involved,
checking the Society email account and working on
the website.
So the invitation from the Committee remains. We
need an Hon Sec. Apply NOW!
The Committee is chaired by Jim Powell.
Hon Treasurer is Adrian Peake.
Committee Members are: Cefn Blundell, Sue
Campbell, Brian Chilver, Jill Haycock, Ian Stanton,
Pat Stanton and Richard Thomson

New Members
Welcome to our new members. I cannot list the
names due to GDPR but I understand that five
were recruited at the #LoveEvesham event and
one, so far at the Battle of Evesham event.
Telephone Exchange, Abbey Road
Work is being carried out at last to smarten up the
buildings. Well done to Pat Stanton for keeping
the pressure on British Telecom.
Overdue Subscriptions
2018/2019 membership subscriptions were due in
March 2018 and this is a reminder to the few members who have yet to renew their VECS membership.
Single membership is £10.00 per year.
Couple/family membership is £15.00 per year
Payment can be by Standing Order/BACS payment
to VECS Bank Account:
Lloyds Bank Account 00049586, Sort Code 30-93-11.
If more convenient please send a cheque to:
Pat Stanton (Membership Secretary)
50 Elm Road, WR11 3DW
T 01386 41255
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David Way – Vale of Evesham Civic Society Guardian
A tribute by Brian Chilver
Since the early 1970’s, David Way was a key
member of our Society where his ideas, enthusiasm, energy and wide range of practical skills
proved to be invaluable – not just to us at a local
level, but also on regional and national initiatives. Over many years he held every role on the
VECS committee and without exception, performed all of them to a standard which others
found hard to match.
David grew up in Portsmouth, the only child of
hardworking parents and won a scholarship to
Portsmouth Grammar School from where he
won an Exhibition to Selwyn College, Cambridge
to read Modern Languages. Graduating in 1949,
he served his National Service in the Army, ending up as an Education Sergeant at Aldershot
from where he joined Chloride near Manchester
as a graduate trainee to become an industrial
battery salesman after gaining electrical engineering qualifications and other practical and
social skills that he subsequently deployed to
VECS’ benefit.
After some 20 years, David found a use for his
language skills when he became responsible for
European Sales when his French, Italian and
German helped him enjoy a particularly interesting job, which built in him a great love of travel
and new experiences in most European countries. He later covered India and South America
– for which he had to learn Spanish. He had become a world citizen. If you had been anywhere, David had probably preceded you!
When David arrived in Evesham, the Civic Society benefited enormously from his involvement.
For many years he was our Secretary and
worked tirelessly on projects to promote the
town. His enthusiasm was infectious and was a
factor that drew many others to work with him
on initiatives, which would improve the town
and protect its valuable heritage.
Many
members will recall generously hosted garden
parties at Greenhill Park Road where David and
his wife, Mollie and daughter Caroline always
guaranteed a warm welcome.
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David was a strong advocate for high
standards in the Civic Society Community. His
ability to identify the weaknesses of a developer’s proposals and to promote a more acceptable solution to a contentious issue was
well known. His work rate was astonishing to
the end. His personal computer skills allowed him to edit and produce our
Newsletters and posters, advertising our
Speaker events and much more.
Carpentry came to the fore, in designing and
making the collection boxes holding our
leaflets for sale and a palette for our annual
Arts Award. Restoration of the Barometer/
Weather Station on the Town Hall façade
was another key project within the Conservation Area.
A great role model for others to follow - our
Society and many other groups owe David a
great debt of gratitude for the work he did to
improve Evesham and the Vale.
David and the 1992 Listed Buildings Survey
by Colin Tether
When David became Chairman of the Society
he persuaded fellow members to join him in
a survey of the listed buildings of Evesham.
The results are an invaluable record, contained in two large files showing photographs
of the buildings and a condition report.

The record is still important today. Shown
above is 86 High Street in 1992. Today it is in
a deplorable condition. Something needs to
be done and thanks to David we have the
evidence.
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Evesham and the Regional Road Strategy
by Richard Thomson

The Evesham Transport Stakeholders
Group by Colin Tether

I expect many of you sitting and fuming in your car
along Evesham Bypass, Elm Road, Broadway Road,
Cheltenham Road, Pershore Road or Greenhill
wonder if anybody is planning to do anything useful
to improve our common lot so far as road space
around Evesham is concerned. Nearly two years ago
we learnt of the County Council’s intention to carry
out transportation studies to investigate those very
matters, since when – have we had answers?

In 2016, Worcestershire County Council commissioned a study of traffic in and around Evesham.
Readers will recall the Civic Society public meeting
in June 2016 in the Town Hall, chaired by Sue
Ablett. At that meeting 4 speakers, including our
chairman put forward their ideas on how traffic
flow in the town could be improved, mostly by
changing the current one way scheme which
includes Mill Street.

Well, perhaps, but only as part of the so–called
Midlands Connect Strategy. This document was
published 3 months ago for the Government by Midlands Connect, a loose confederation of councils,
government departments and organisations in the
region and identifies transport improvements ‘to
unlock the growth potential of the Midlands’.

Now in the summer of 2018, we have the new Evesham Transport Stakeholders Group which has
been created jointly by the County and District
Councils. So far there have been two meetings
chaired by County Councillor Ken Pollock. It is
attended by officers and Councillors from the
County, District and Town Council, together with a
representative from Cycle Evesham Vale, VECTA,
the Ramblers and our Brian Chilver, representing
the Civic Society.

One of the improvements is for the A46 corridor
from the Lincolnshire coast to the M5 at Tewkesbury.
For our section of the road from M40 at Warwick to
Tewkesbury the overview reads:
‘Much of the road is single carriageway with numerous ‘at grade’ junctions limiting the accommodation
of additional strategic traffic. It currently falls short
of the target outputs for journey time and journey
reliability.’ You can say that again! ‘The Evesham
bypass is one of the 5 least reliable journey time
locations in the South Midlands. Through Ashchurch
the A46 operates at an average speed of between
20mph and 30mph’.
The Strategy concludes that further assessment is
required. For us the key question to be answered is,
‘What in VfM ( value for money) terms is the most
appropriate solution to tackle the delays around
Evesham; online junction improvements (including
grade separation) or a new bypass west of Evesham
town?
For my money it’s got to be the new bypass to the
west but don’t hold your breath – this doesn’t sound
like it’s going to happen any time soon.
New Bypass west of Evesham?
Richard is right. It is not going to happen. The
proposal was put forward in the consultation
process for the Local Transport Plan 4. Worcs CC
response was:
‘Such a link would draw strategic traffic through Pershore Town Centre, undermining the realigned A44,
which was specifically delivered to relieve this issue. ‘

The second meeting which I attended, looked at
the various ideas that had been put forward at the
public meeting and a few others. In summary, a
consultants report demonstrated that none of the
ideas would work, mostly because the roads were
not of required width. So no two way Mill Street
or Swan Lane.
Avon Street may be made one way from the High
Street to reduce congestion, and traffic lights elsewhere made more efficient. A cycle/pedestrian
Bridge linking Hampton to the Town Centre is
planned. Otherwise the future seems to depend
on changes to the A46 and getting people out of
cars onto two feet, two bicycle wheels and into
buses. At least we will be fitter!
New River Bridge to Hampton
This is a scheme which is funded and will go ahead.
We don’t know yet where it will go. And what
about the design? Below one design for the Abbey
Bridge that got away. Lets hope this time we get
an inspiring and beautiful bridge!

Newsletters, David and Me by Colin Tether
I liked David as he was such an enthusiast. He was
always busy, engaging and welcoming. He knew a
lot and he wanted to find out more. To my mind he
was the core and driving force within the Civic
Society at least from when I joined until only a
couple of years ago.
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In my file I have over 70 Newsletters from June
1991 and they form an invaluable record of the
recent history of the town and the society. I think a
few are missing so if anyone keeps past Newsletters, I would be delighted to hear from them.

David handed over some files to me when he
moved from the family home at Redesmere to
Abbey Gates. One was the original minute book of
the Society. This shows that inaugural meeting of
the Society was on 15th March 1972. David’s first
meeting seems to be 7th May 1973 when he must
have been elected on to the Executive Committee.
Since that time the minute books shows that David
was very actively involved.
Another file David handed me was ‘Newsletters’
and the oldest Newsletter in the file was from June
1991, when David had just taken over the Chairman
of the Civic Society. David clearly wrote the
Newsletters for the next few years. The Chairman
position moved on to Brian Barry and I am unclear
who actually wrote the Newsletters from then
although I strongly suspect David played a major
part in the production.

David had so many qualities and talents. Every time
I see people looking at the information board by the
Eof statue in the Market Place, I think of David as he
got that organised. One of his talents was woodworking and he made the palette which forms the
‘Best Local Scene’ Prize given every Easter at the
annual Vale of Evesham Art Society competition.
And finally, David did like a little drink occasionally .
After a Committee meeting he would be keen to
relax over a beer at the bar in the Ecgwins Club.

David is handing the Civic Society trophy to
winner Brian Montgomery, Evesham Art Society
in September 2012
My involvement with Newsletters started when I
became Chair in 2011 and David got me involved
and I started to learn how to use the ‘Publisher’
programme to put them together. David continued as the driving force with the Newsletters, and
even when he moved into the Greenhill Park
Residential Home, he always asked when the next
Newsletter was to appear.

Pictured from the March 2015 Newsletter.
Glenda the Red Lion landlady, David and myself.
We are sitting on the rather uncomfortable
Civic Society bench
And a quote from Richard Thomson:
“Well done David, he really was something of a
modern renaissance man. “
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#Love Evesham”, Market Place, Saturday
14th April 2018 by Brian Chilver
The Society was invited to contribute to an Open
Day in the Market Place, sponsored by Evesham
Town Council to celebrate progress on the
Evesham Town Plan that was initiated more than
two years ago.
This was a major project, developed with the
support of many local individuals and amenity
groups to create a vision for the future for
Evesham. The Town Council accepted the Plan in
2017. We were allocated a gazebo in a favourable
position in the Market Square and in addition to
our normal publicity material and publications; it
was decided to cover two key topics. Many VECS
members contributed significant expertise and
effort toward the creation of the Plan.
The first was a display to emphasise the
Importance of our Conservation Areas, to the
fundamental character of Evesham. We decided
that we needed to make everyone, especially new
residents, aware of the high standard of our listed
buildings in the heart of the town by showing our
Grade I and II* Listed buildings, superimposed on a
street map.

Wolff was a founder member of VECS in 1972 and
served as Treasurer on the committee thereafter.
His daughter Christina now lives in Berlin and
recently found a box of 250 photographs of
Evesham taken in the 1970’s, which she sent to
VECS. The quality of the black and white photographs was remarkable and when enlarged they
made a splendid display which attracted many
visitors to our gazebo. These photographs were
subsequently transferred and displayed in St. Lawrence’s Church, initially in support of a choral
concert in aid of the Churches Conservation Trust
and for a further three weeks because of the
interest shown by visitors to that precious building.
We rated the day as successful, generating several
new members as well as giving an excellent forum
in which to present the Society to visitors and
residents. Fortunately the weather was kind to us.

‘The Battle of Evesham 1265 Festival,
Crown Meadow on 4th and 5th August
The Society was represented on the Crown
Meadow with the display on Conservation Areas.
Pictured are that handsome trio, Brian Chilver,
Adrian Peake and Richard Thomson

We also had on display, our colour photograph
catalogue produced by VECS in 1992, illustrating all
of the 160 listed buildings in Evesham that included
a review of their perceived structural and decorative state.
We have recently initiated a project in conjunction
with VECTA and the Town Council, to improve the
visual appearance of our Conservation Areas and
are working with Wychavon to support an improvement programme to make Evesham even more
attractive to residents, visitors and businesses.
Our second display was a selection of 50 photographs taken in the 1970’s by Wolff Wahle, one of
our longstanding committee members who died in
2010. He had a great love for Britain and particularly Evesham. Taken prisoner in 1943, as a twentyyear old German paratrooper at Arnhem, he decided to stay in England and after many years as a
prisoner of war he met his future wife Elsie
and settled in Evesham.

Readers will recall that the last Battle of Evesham
festival was in 2015, to commemorate 750 years of
the battle. I was told that it is now the intention
to hold the event every year, and judging by the
numbers attending, this looks possible.
And of course, the weather was kind.
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Draft Revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) by Richard Thomson
I’ve had a brief look at this document. It’s quite
long and I can’t claim to have thoroughly read
every morsel. As a cautious old time planner,
when revised documents appear I’m on the lookout for what hasn’t been carried forward: I didn’t
have to look far.
In the introduction to the existing NPPF Item
1,’provides a framework within which local people
and their accountable councils can produce their
own distinctive local and neighbourhood plans’.
The revised NPPF also provides a framework, but
now within which ‘locally prepared plans for housing and other development can be produced’.
Suddenly the ’distinctive local and neighbourhood
plans’ have shrunk away. Why?

Space allows for no further consideration of the
revised document. As with so many matters
addressed by governments past and present,
insufficient thought is given when tinkering with the
planning system in an attempt to produce the new
way forward. It is a substitute for action. In such
circumstances should we be surprised by the
well-held public view of planning as a bureaucratic,
wasteful and sometimes dishonest way of
‘improving’ the public realm?
More of the Public Realm
The background to the drawing shown below is described in full on the next page. This is a case of
‘What might have been’.
In November this year, we will have new public art
when the ‘Enlighten’ project, described to us at our
AGM by Jenny Davis is completed and our notable
buildings are floodlit..

Let’s jump ahead – The current NPPF introduces a
section called Core Planning Principles – ‘a set of
land-use planning principles which should underpin both plan-making and decision-taking’. The
first of these said that planning should: ’be genuinely plan-led empowering local people to shape
their surroundings with succinct local and
neighbourhood plans setting out a positive vision
for the future of the area.’

Fine words and you would imagine that ‘Core Planning Principles’ would be a given for the draft revised document. Alas, they seem to have sunk without trace.

M J Barnard’s proposed design for a Market
Place Feature, 1988 (or possibly 1968)

The Market Cross by Colin Tether
The Old Market Cross
The 1904 Ordnance Survey map for Evesham shows
there used to be a cross in the Market Place.
George May refers to this cross in his 1845
’Descriptive History of Evesham’ stating that it was
standing in 1650 since it ‘is incidentally noticed, in a
relation of the injurious treatment exercised toward
some early members of the Society of Friends
whose books were burned by the magistrates at the
market cross during a fair.’ May continues ‘A few
ancient and observant residents have remembered
it standing near the centre of the area, from hence
it was removed some seventy years ago, and, as far
as we can ascertain, it was till then seated on a
square pedestal raised upon steps. ….. The basement of that from our market is, we believe, at present within the homestead of Knowle Hill Farm.’

What happened to the Market Cross? It seems to
have been removed in 1751. I have always wondered about the ancient stone cross in the Almonry garden. Nobody seems to know where that
came from, could it be the actual Market Cross?

The old cross in the
Almonry garden. It is
in poor condition, it
probably should be
moved inside. As it
stands it is unmarked, unnoticed
and unloved
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1988 Plans for the Market Place
In 1988, action was being taken to change the Market Place from a busy traffic route and parking place
to what it is now. The Civic Society was central to
the improvement of the Market Place. The Society
suggested a fountain or a market cross.
A Competition
The Civic Society published its ideas in the Journal
and invited people to come forward with designs.

Copied from the
January 1989 Journal
article making the
case for a Market
Cross

There were suggestions from various local people
and the Civic Society also engaged a professional
company to submit a design. Perhaps the most
interesting (shown on page 6) was from Michael
Barnard. Michael is of course the long serving historian and artist living in Badsey. His drawings are
frequently published, often with a second World
War aircraft in the skies over the scene.
In the end the authorities decided that a market
cross was not needed and that a tree should be
planted instead. Later on there was a successful
campaign for a statue to show Eof and this was
installed in June 2008.
Unfinished Business
Personally I feel something should be done about
the old cross in the Almonry garden before it falls
apart.
I would still like to see a Market Cross, a lovely
landmark where people can sit. But I would put it
in the High Street where the market now operates
and it could be seen by people passing by.
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Evesham Traffic—A Radical Approach is
needed, by Colin Tether

Town Centre Flowers

On page 3 Richard and I discussed traffic in and
around Evesham. Of all the ideas submitted to
Worcestershire County Council, the only one
which consultants felt could work in traffic terms
was the one submitted by our Chairman, Jim Powell, which was for a large clockwise gyratory using
Swan Lane, Mill Street, Waterside, Abbey Road,
and back to the High Street. This scheme was discounted as it would entail longer journeys for cyclists and to the hospital, , fire and police stations.
We perhaps we need a scheme to simplify traffic
movements reduce delay at the same time encouraging walking, cycling and bus use. We need to
allow the next generation of school children to get
to school independently and safety.
My radical solution is shown on the map below.
There are just three roads closed to traffic, one is
Workman Bridge, the others on Waterside and
Four Pools Road.
We hope to encourage other ideas. Please let us
know!

Once again, the flowers throughout the Town Centre
have been wonderful this year. So credit must be paid
to the Town Council team who do all the work:
Keith Fitzgerald (recently retired), Karen Harper,
Anthony Keitley, David Haynes and Richard Osbourne.
All the plants are sourced from Abbey Nurseries on
Abbey Road, Evesham.

Davies Road is key to this
proposal. It is a wide well
engineered road and capable
of becoming an essential link
within Evesham

X

X

X

X

Road closed to traffic

Except for:

Buses

Bicycles

Mobility Scooters

Emergency Vehicles

Reduction of traffic in Port
Street and over Workman
Bridge would make these
places so much more
pleasant

