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Whatever people think about Covid-19 and how we
should deal with it, everyone must agree that we
are going through the one of most momentous
times of our lives. This can easily be seen on the
street with people wearing masks. But as I write
this, there is an apparent normality, the schools are
back, the traffic is back, the shops are open. We
hold our breath to see what happens next and the
possibility of a second ‘lockdown’ looms.

The Civic Society AGM—10th November 2020
Our AGM had been planned for April, but of course
that was during the ‘Lockdown’.
The ‘Acting Committee’ have met a couple of times
and decided that the only option is for us to hold a
‘Zoom’ meeting which is scheduled for Tuesday
10th November starting at 7:15pm.
Many people are now familiar with ‘Zoom’ so we do
hope as many as possible will join us for the meeting. It will be hosted by Adrian Peake, our Treasurer
and he will ensure everyone who wants to can have
their say.
With the departure of three active members from
the Committee, Cefn Bludell, Jim Powell and Richard Thomson, it is not too late for people to put
themselves forward. The Society really needs YOU.

So far, on the surface, Evesham has been little affected. There have been some shop closures, particularly for clothes and some pubs have not reopened. Entertainment has suffered badly. But the
Town Centre has seen none of the measures installed in other towns to provide more space for
pedestrians, using cones, lines and barriers.
Town Centre Future.
What will happen now to the town centre and the
plans for changing the Riverside Centre? We can be
certain that big changes are coming, aided by radical proposals to change the Planning system. This is
where the Civic Society is most important. We need
people to keep their eyes open watching for unwelcome changes which hard pressed Council Officers
may not be able to deal with.
Annual VECS Lunch Postponed
Sadly we will need to postpone the Annual January
Civic Society Lunch. We plan to hold this later in
the year and we may seek a venue in Evesham.

We are pleased that the Officers and five Committee members have confirmed they will continue
into 2021.
What we cannot confirm is how we will meet. But
the work must go on!
Officers
Chair: Gill Pawson
Vice Chair: Brian Chilver
Hon Secretary: Colin Tether
Hon. Treasurer: Adrian Peake
Committee Members
Sue Campbell
Ian Stanton
Pat Stanton
Julie Haines
Tim Haines
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Evesham Abbey Trust Christmas Cards, by Gill
Pawson, introduced by Colin Tether
Our Acting Chair, Gill Pawson, is a trustee of the Evesham Abbey Trust and asked that members are made
aware of the Trust’s Christmas cards which she hopes
members will buy. I asked Gill for a bit of background
which she has provided below and the Trust does have a
good website at: https://www.eveshamabbey.org.uk/
There is within the centre of Evesham nearly two acres
of land completely walled in and hidden from view, except through the Cloister Arch. This is almost exactly
the same area as the All Saints churchyard including
both All Saints and St Lawrence Churches. Until just a
few years ago, this area was the quiet and the restful
place for a number of allotment holders who worked the
land with varying enthusiasm and success. Then the
Evesham Abbey Trust came along and things changed.

‘The Trust is continuing its efforts to raise funds, as it has
to cover over 30% of the total cost of the work. A separate fundraising effort will then follow to provide the
money to pay for the gardens within the land now
owned by the Trust.’
And what of the allotment holders? ‘All allotment holders within the Abbey site have been relocated to the
southern section of the site, to release the central and
northern areas for the project. The walls around the
southern section are to be repaired, but this will be carried out with the minimum disruption to the allotments. The allotments are likely to be retained for the
long term and are not being considered for inclusion in
the gardens that are to be developed once the investigations and repair work are complete.’

Gill writes: ‘The Evesham Abbey Trust has recently been
awarded a grant of £788,300 from the National Heritage
Lottery Fund, to restore and stabilise the remains of the
Abbey walls. The money will also allow some archaeological investigations and pay for a 2 year programme of
community activities. This follows an earlier 2 year project to determine the amount of work needed and its
cost, and the devising of an activity programme and designing interpretation features.

Christmas Card ‘B’
Christmas Card ‘A’ is A6 in size and is £3.50 for 10 or
£10 for 30. It is blank inside for your own message.
Christmas Card ‘B’ is A5 in size and is £5.00 for 10 . It
has the message ‘Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year’ inside.

Christmas Card ‘A’
‘Once the restoration works are completed and the archaeology has revealed some of the site’s secrets, the
Trust will create a series of interpretive gardens and displays that will allow Evesham residents and visitors to
have a better understanding of the significance of this
historic site. The site will then be opened up for public
access and when complete will be handed over to Wychavon District Council to maintain, alongside its work in
Abbey Gardens.

To order the cards in good time for Christmas please
contact Gill Pawson at:
07801 846049 or gillandkenpawson@icloud.com

And, Gill will deliver the
cards to your door!
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A Guide to Good Shop Fronts
Committee member Ian Stanton has been very active recently in trying to get the look of the Town
Centre improved with respect to its shop fronts.
Indeed, shop fronts probably make the main impact
on the High Street. Shop owners need to show they
are there and to advertise their products. At the
same time there have to be some rules regarding
what can be shown, especially in a Conservation
Area.
We have reported two unauthorised shop signs in Port
Street, at numbers 31 and 47. The Enforcement Officer is
investigating and there are likely to be retrospective applications submitted. An application has recently been
submitted for retrospective permission for signing at 54
High Street for the recently opened ‘Craft and Skewers’
café/restaurant. Yet another example of asking for permission after the event.

31 Port Street

The Society is aware of the problems that many retail outlets are going through at the moment. However, we also know that to make Evesham a place
that people want to visit and to shop, the town
should look as good as it can be. People opening or
changing shops need to know what their shop
fronts should look, or not look like.
The Old Margetson Jewellery Shop
The shop has been empty for a long period, but at
last it is occupied. This is a listed building and we
really hope that the shop front name and the window display is only a temporary one!

VECS committee will be discussing ways in which shops/
businesses in the Conservation Area can be better informed about the character of the area and more particularly about WDC’s Shop Front Design Guide. Ways
are needed to try to reduce the incidence of both retrospective applications and of approvals for designs that
take no account of the Design Guide and Conservation
Area character.

The design
guide is a 28
page document
available on the
web. But do
shop owners
know it exists?

Listed Buildings in the High Street.
In September, following a virtual meeting with Holly
Jones, Wychavon Head of Planning and some of her
staff earlier in the year and subsequent email correspondence, we were informed of the Council’s action on three Listed Buildings in High Street, numbers 12, 16 and 85. At all three, some work is underway for which permission has not been granted. We
have been assured that the Enforcement Team will
keep us informed of developments.
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Conservation Area Audit
Our national organisation Civic Voice is encouraging local
societies to use its methodology and templates to compile an audit of the condition of the Conservation Area.
The sort of things to be recorded include:

changes to historic character such as installation of satellite dishes,

neglect and decay such as graffiti, litter, and
maintenance

public area issues such as poor quality footpaths, roads

green space issues such as loss of trees and

any other issues of local significance.
The approach is to divide the area up into manageable
sections and to ask 2-3 people to go out to survey the
area, scoring the various issues 0-5. The recording sheets
would then be returned to the committee for compiling
a report on the total situation. The findings would then
be used to inform reports to the Town, District and
County Councils, depending on which authority is responsible for the issue.
Volunteers are needed to help with this project. Help
would be provided at the beginning. Please contact us
either via the vecs1972@gmail.com or ring Gill on 01386
45720. This would be a very worthwhile effort during
this forthcoming autumn/winter of limited social activity, which can be undertaken entirely in the open air
with social distancing.
Clive Bostle ……. is moving on.
Clare and Clive are moving to Norfolk as soon as they
can get things arranged. Our loss will be Norfolk’s gain!
Clive has been a real
power house over the
past years in Evesham.
His achievements are
really too many to mention and his perseverance,
tenacity , energy and attention to detail are to be
marvelled at.
Clive was at one time a
Civic Society Committee
member and in recent
years been involved with
the Simon de Montfort
Society.
Clive was the prime mover in organising the 2015 Battle of
Evesham Festival which was the 750th anniversary of the
battle. Clive travelled up to London several times to
liaise with parliamentary people as the democracy connection is so important.

The event had the celebrities attending such as Commons Speaker John Bercow and a full associated programme of talks and other events.
Clive has virtually single handedly seen to the maintenance of The Battlewell Field for the Simon de Montford
Society at the top of Greenhill. Clive has worked hard
for the Ramblers checking footpaths and planning applications all over the area. He was instrumental in getting
the Round Evesham Walk installed.
Lastly, but not exclusively, Clive formed the Evesham Bus
Users Group with Colin Tether. This group went on to
merge with the Pershore Public Transport Group to become the Vale Public Transport Group.
Our best wishes to Clive and Clare.
WWII Air Raid Shelter, Orchard Walk – proposed
change of use to garage/light storage.
In conjunction with some local residents, one of whom is
a member of the Civic Society and brought this matter to
the committee’s attention, a detailed objection was submitted to WDC.
The Air Raid Shelter, it is believed, is the only one remaining in and around Evesham. It is of an unusually
large size and in good condition. In view of its local significance, the structure should be put forward for listing
as an important historic building within the
town. Investigations have already shown that no Air
Raid Shelters are listed in the county of Worcestershire,
although there are over 200 listed around the country. This is a structure that should be retained in its existing form and if possible, be made available to the local
community as an educational and community resource.

The Air Raid
Shelter.
Never Used!

Other reasons for refusal included lack of parking and
turning space at the end of Orchard Walk, issues with
potential conflict of the traffic with pedestrians using the
Walk and the adjacent footpath. Also detailed in the
submission were legal issues relating to the application
form not having been signed, thus making the application invalid, together with the property having no right
of vehicle access down the private road. Due to these
legal reasons the application has been withdrawn from
the Council’s website of planning applications. We await
further developments.
This Newsletter was compiled by Colin Tether with thanks to
the contributors, Gill Pawson, Ian Stanton, Sue Campbell and
Lindsay Tether.

