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The Civic Societ during Lockdown
We have perhaps been through the most remarkable six months of our lives. At the end of last year we had
the Brexit debate, then came the rain and the floods, followed by the dreadful Corona virus. We were
‘locked down’ on March rd, but most people had already changed their behaviour a little before.
From the beginning of March, the Society had an exhibition mounted in Evesham library. It is still there as
the library was suddenly closed towards the end of the month. Hopefully we can (again) show the exhibition at a later date when things have returned to normal.
Some things did continue more or less as usual. Planning applications were posted and the Civic Society,
led by our acting Chair, Gill Pawson, has been active in making constructive responses.
Our AGM has been postponed until the Autumn and the various visits and talks, organised by Sue Campbell, have been cancelled or postponed.
We have seen the replacement of some officers. In the words of our past Hon. Secretary John Goodwin:
‘Notably Jim Powell who stepped into the breach at a time when we had no member willing to take on the
role as Chairman. Jill Haycock decided that she could no longer carry out her Vice Chair duties, especially
as they meant she had been acting Chair for two years to comply with the requirements of our constitution.
Richard Thomson has stood down after many years of sterling service on the Committee. All three are
owed a debt of gratitude by all members of the Society.’
In view of the guidance on Social Distancing, the Committee has not met but Gill Pawson has been active in
keeping in touch and we are establishing ways of making decisions by email, Zoom or the old fashioned
telephone.
The ‘Acting’ Committee is:
Chair: Gill Pawson

Vice Chair: Brian Chilver

Hon. Secretary: Colin Tether

Hon. Treasurer: Adrian Peake

Membership Secretary: Pat Stanton

Programme Secretary: Sue Campbell

Planning Applications Co-ordinator: Ian Stanton

Committee: Cefn Blundell, Julie Haines, Tim Haines

As our AGM was postponed the Acting Committee would welcome any member who would like to be more
involved. Please let us know.
It is with sadness we report the passing of four of our members
Norman Clark Dr Re Colwell Christina Edwards and Jean Rooke
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Planning in a Pandemic—by Richard Thomson
We live in strange times – but life goes on including that for new buildings and development. Whilst
planners are in lockdown the flow of new applications might falter but hasn’t ceased. Local authorities
are approaching the new situation in a variety of ways. In Leyton, north-east London an application for a
home scheme was considered at a virtual planning meeting. A quorum of councillors met in a
committee room provided with a screen, microphone and camera whilst maintaining social distancing.
Using the Microsoft’s Teams system, applicants, objectors and interested parties took part in the
meeting. OK, that was for one major application, what of the string of smaller applications which beset
the average planning committee meeting? The report I saw told nothing of that but presumably in the
interests of natural justice the opportunity for other applicants and objectors to use this system would
equally need to be applied to all other applications. Can you imagine how long that would take?
Manchester City Council are playing with a harder ball: the
Chief Executive has been delegated the power to decide
planning applications – in consultation with the Director of
Planning, Building Control and Licensing and the Chair of
the committee. No mention of the public or objectors getting a look-in. Likewise in Pembrokeshire where the
County Council has approved measures allowing officers to
decide planning issues, including planning applications normally considered by the Planning Committee. Again no
mention of other parties.
I can’t help feeling that when we are through all this quite
a lot of authorities may find themselves in a bit of a pickle
with applicants and objectors shouting the odds and crying
foul. I hope you are ready Wychavon.
What does Wychavon Do? Note by Colin Tether.
WDC currently holds its Planning Committee meetings via a Webinar, with councillors involved from
their homes. Staff present from the committee room and answer questions and will read out any ‘ minute’ statement submitted in advance by members of the public.
What No Traffic? Colin Tether
During the lockdown, during mostly beautiful weather, many people got out and about for their daily
exercise, walking , cycling or running. Conditions were perfect, no noise, no pollution, and safe, empty
roads. Cycling volumes increased with people on the road for the first time in years. Now in middle
June, the traffic is back. The queues are returning. The Avon Street one-way experiment has commenced against local opposition.
The Government made it clear that there was money available to install measures to make people safer,
by, for example, widening pavements. A group led by Chris Haynes and including Civic Society members, Clive Bostle, Robert Hale and Colin Tether took the initiative and together very swiftly agreed a paper to be submitted to the County and District Councils, suggesting measures that could easily be taken.
Please see this link:
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So far the response from the County Council has been disappointing to say the least. They do not seem
interested in encouraging walking and cycling. Let us hope they change their minds.
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How we deal with Planning Applications.
Our Acting Chair Gill, together with Ian Stanton, identify which Planning Applications we should deal with. The
Committee is circulated for comments and Gill puts the response together for submission to Wychavon. If any
members have any particular views that they wish to be considered, please email via the vecs
gmail.com or
ring Gill Pawson on
.
Rooftop Housing for 61 Affordable houses on land south of Pershore Road 20/00367/FUL
This application has generated objections including from
Worcestershire Highways, Evesham Town Council and many local
people. The Society has recommended refusal.
The application site is now proposed to be allocated for housing,
in the Review of the Adopted South Worcestershire Local Plan,
but until this plan has been through all of its stages and has been
adopted, it is premature to release the site for development.
We say it reduces the 'Significant Gap' between Little Hampton
and Great Hampton. The issue of preserving the gap was one of
the reasons for the failure of an appeal on the same land in
. In addition it will generate a significant increase in traffic
which needs to come out into Cheltenham Road at the Sandown
Road junction which is extremely close to the Davies Road traffic
signals junction. This must constitute a safety hazard and the
extra traffic will place more pressure on the already overloaded
Cheltenham Road/Waterside junction.

The ‘Significant’ Gap.
Going, Going Gone?

The Society has added that there is room within the proposed open space to accommodate a new allotment area
and this should be provided as part of the scheme. The overall layout and design needs to be improved to remove
the two long rows of little, regular boxes. This could be done by introducing come larger units, for private ownership
and/or by adding some courtyard layouts instead. Efforts should be made to install a length of footpath/cycleway to
the west over the River Isbourne to provide alternative routes out of the site.
Dawn Foods: 4 new silos, nearly 1 m high on land at the rear of the factory on Worcester Road: 1 /025 2/FUL
Discussions were held with local residents, who brought this application to the attention of the Society. An objection
was submitted on the basis of the lack of objective assessment of the impact of the development on the local landscape and in particular the impact on the Battlefield Trail.
Local objections were upheld by the Planning Committee, which deferred the application pending further discussions
with the applicant. The outcome was that the scheme was withdrawn and a revised scheme for four lower height
silos submitted, reducing the height by . m. This has now be consented under delegated powers subject to agreement of the paint colour.
Abbey Road 20/00 38 & 20/00 3
Applications have now been submitted for the housing
scheme west of Abbey Road, for detailed permission for
the highway and drainage layouts.
Boat Lane

The Society is making representations on these issues,
particularly with regard to the way both parts of the development, either side of Boat Lane, will be served from
Abbey Road. The access road will take a long tortuous
route and cross Boat Lane and the ancient Abbots
Chyryton Wall, a scheduled monument.
The Developers’ Plan showing Road Layout.
shows the new road crossing the old wall

4
‘Hovels’ by John Goodwin and Gill Pawson
Market gardening shaped the landscape and economy in the Vale of Evesham from the th to midth
century, but much of this heritage and knowledge is being lost . At one time, most of the local
population were employed in market gardening and a wide variety of vegetables, fruit, herbs and cut
flowers were sold at markets up and down the country. As all gardeners know, a shed is essential for
storing equipment, produce and providing shelter. Market gardening was no exception: rows of timber, corrugated iron and occasionally brick built structures once lined the ends of their grounds. Generally built to market gardeners’ own design and requirements, each was unique.
Since the rise of commercial horticulture these small buildings, locally known as ‘hovels’, have been
slowly disappearing – it is thought that around
have already gone. A survey to record surviving
hovels within Evesham and ten surrounding parishes is underway, thanks to the work of volunteers.
The photographic and written information gathered will then be added to the publicly accessible Historic Environment Record for Worcestershire.
Interestingly these buildings are being discovered all the time, you may have one or the remains of
one in your garden. The project is run by Nina o’Hare of Worcestershire County Council. The hovel
survey is nearing its end, but has been extended to allow final survey work to be carried out after the
Covid- virus shutdown period is ended. As at the end of last year the project was involved in surveying for evidence of hovels, restoration of hovels, recording oral histories, developing education
packs and touring with an exhibition.
Details can be found on line at https://www.explorethepast.co.uk/project/market-gardeningheritage/
If you have any information on a ‘Hovels ’ take photograph and send them on to Gill at
vecs
gmail.com. In addition, if you would like a ‘Hovel’ Newsletter’, please ask Gill using the
same email.

Clockwise from top
left:
Survey training in
Cleeve Prior,
Market gardening
ground,
Vegetable poster
pinned inside a
hovel
Surviving market
gardening building
in Lenchwick.

The Leicester Tower by Sue Campbell. Photographs by Colin Tether
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The Leicester Tower stands in the grounds of Abbey Manor House
on the edge of a narrow band of woodland sloping down to the
Worcester Road. It is a Grade II listed building and is an octagonal
tower of coursed freestone rising to a height of
feet. There are
pointed lancet windows on each stage of the tower and an arched
doorway on the western side. An inscription above the door mentions that it was erected in
. It was not built for occupation
but as a folly to enhance the view from the house and also to act as
a memorial to Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, who was killed
at the Battle of Evesham in
.
Edward Rudge purchased the manor of Evesham, which was a
landed estate covering the site of the monastery and all other attendant rights, for ,
in
. He was the son of William
Rudge a tallow chandler in Evesham. Edward went to London and
became a successful merchant trading with Mediterranean countries. He made an advantageous marriage to Susanna Dethick
whose father had been the Lord Mayor of London.
His son John had a lucrative career as a merchant and financier serving on the committee of the East India Company and as a director of the Bank of England. He was the elected Member of Parliament for Evesham
He died in
and was buried in the family vault in Wheatfield, Oxfordshire where his
son Edward lived.
His grandson Edward Rudge (
) was a botanist and antiquary. In
he commenced a series of
excavations on the site of Evesham Abbey which continued for many years with the assistance of his eldest son Edward John Rudge (
). In
Edward began to build a new residence, the Abbey
Manor, in the Gothic style and this was ready for occupation in
. The Rudge family corresponded frequently with Peter Prattinton, another antiquary, who lived in Bewdley and they kept him up to date with
their excavations on the site of Evesham Abbey. When Prattinton died he bequeathed his papers to the
Society of Antiquaries and the Rudge letters survive in this collection.
On
April
Edward John Rudge wrote to Prattinton from the family residence in Wimpole Street,
London and mentioned his new house in Evesham:
‘We do not leave London till the beginning of June, the gaiety is hardly yet commenced: our House will be
entirely finished in the furnishing line before the end of June, we only got into it on Michaelmas day last,
having the dining parlour finished.’

The tower sign flanked by two of eight figures looking down from the top of the tower
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With their antiquarian interests the Rudge family were
very well aware of the significance of the battle fought
on land so close to their residence. As well as building
the Leicester Tower they also erected an obelisk on the
western side of their grounds The obelisk stands on an
elevated base of three stone steps surmounted by four
plaques with descriptions of the battle and the names of
some who participated in it. Part of Michael Drayton’s
poem Poly Olbion is quoted. When built it would have
provided a panoramic view of the battlefield but it has
since become surrounded by the Shrubbery. It is Grade II
listed.
In the nineteenth century Evesham attracted visits from
Historical and Natural History Societies. In August
the Cotswold Naturalists Club held a field day at Evesham. They visited the Abbey grounds and the parish
churches then the grounds of Abbey Manor where they
saw the Leicester Tower, the obelisk and various relics of
the old Abbey which were gathered there for preservation. Offenham was their next destination and they returned to the Crown Hotel in Evesham for a “capital dinner".
In
the Abbey Manor was acquired by the developers Weatherark who restored and converted the house
and built new houses within the grounds. Part of the
scheme required the restoration of the Leicester Tower
which is situated near a bank and was showing signs of
subsidence. They posted some comments online about
this explaining that they had placed two enormous concrete rings under the tower then inflated a gap between
the two using hydraulics until
degrees was achieved.
The top of the tower moved one metre during this process but no stones fell out.

Interior of Leicester Tower.
It is clear that the tower once had floors on each of
its five storeys and diagonal leaded windows. Just
a few window panes remain.

Abbey Manor on a stormy day

There are two significant errors in their description of
the work on the tower. They say Edward Rudge built it in
memory of his ancestor Simon de Montfort but there is
no known relationship between the Rudge family and de
Montfort. Also they mention the magnificent tribute being placed on a bank from where it kept a lonely unending vigil over the River Wye. The geography is somewhat
amiss here.
There is a permissive path leading from The Squires to
the Leicester Tower and then onto the obelisk. It makes
a delightful walk, but please note, dogs are not allowed.
This Newsletter is prepared and edited by Colin Tether on
behalf of the Committee.
The Committee wishes all members good health in these
difficult times.
20th June 2020

The Obelisk and one of the plaques

