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Patron : Alistair McGowan

Wooden Seat in memory of David Way
The picture shows our Chairman presenting the wooden seat to Ashleigh Jayes, Museum Curator, in the
Almonry Garden on 12th November 2018.
Also pictured (back row, left to right) are Ian Stanton, Brian Chilver, Caroline Abbey (David’s daughter),
John Goodwin, Patricia Stanton, Colin Tether, and Richard Thomson.
Thanks to Brian Chilver who organised the event and to Lindsay Tether who took the photograph.

VECS Annual Lunch Saturday 12th January 2019 12 noon for 1.00pm

Last Orders!!!!

The Civic Society Annual Lunch 2019 is again at The Three Ways Hotel,
Mickleton, GL55 6SB.
Please let Sue Campbell have your menu choice and your remittance by 22nd
December at the very latest. The menu choice is shown on page 8.

VECS Programme of Talks and Events for 2019, by Sue Cambell
On 12th February Tony Conder, the expert on canals and the port of Gloucester, will be telling us about
trade on the River Severn and its canals.
On 12th March Dr Nick Lloyd, the author of the best selling book on Passchendaele, will be talking about
100 Days. The end of the Great War. Nick is Reader in Military History and Imperial History at King's
College, London based at the Joint Services and Staff Command College in Shrivenham.
An outing to Malmesbury and Rodmarton Manor is being planned and in July there will be a joint outing
with the Simon de Montfort Society to Exeter.

Michael Barnard’s suggestion for a Market Cross, Colin Tether
Following my article on the Market Cross in the August 2018 edition of this Newsletter, Michael Barnard
has kindly supplied his updated proposal.
Bad housing – Bad landlords, by Richard Thomson (continued on page 3)
Like me you might in your wanderings around Evesham see some houses rather the worse for wear and
wonder, where we think they might be rented properties, how landlords get away with offering such downat-heel places to those seeking somewhere to live.
OK, some people don’t care how they live but where individuals, families or groups are desperate for a roof
over their heads and have to rent, what are the rules which landlords should follow?
Such properties are known as Houses in Multiple Occupation and as from October 1 2018 the regulations
controlling them have changed. The new licencing regime will apply to any landlord who lets a property to
five or more people from two or more separate households. Such a property must be licenced by the local
housing authority – in our case Wychavon District Council. The aim is laudable – to crack down on those
renting out substandard and overcrowded homes .
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A room for single adult occupancy must be a minimum 6.51 square metres (4.64 for a child under 10) and
10.22sqm for a room occupied by 2 adults. Landlords will have to stop letting rooms that fall below these
standards. Other conditions target kitchen facilities, bathrooms refuse disposal and storage.
Non compliance can lead to fines and loss of the HMO licence.
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I’m imagining that a number I’ve seen don’t meet those requirements – some aren’t even houses –rather
former shops. Over to you Wychavon.
The View From Outside. (VFO) by John Goodwin
John Goodwin stepped down as Secretary at this year’s AGM and the Society has yet to find a replacement for
him. He still however regularly monitors the vecs1972@gmail.com email address to ensure that the Committee
are kept informed of relevant issues. (See Duties of Secretary item in this Newsletter)
It’s been 6 months since stepping down from being secretary of VECS, and it’s odd not
being able to follow happenings in the Vale. The committee were always a source and
wealth of information and occasionally there was feedback from members and local press
on issue of interest. I still keep a watching brief on VECS emails and am responsible for forwarding incoming emails from external groups and organisations. Other than that I’m just
an ordinary member who is aware of the time and effort the committee give to local issues
in an attempt to make the Town an even better place to live in.
Your help, when requested, would be appreciated and if there are local issues you think VECS should be aware
of let them know and I’m sure they will support you in your pursuit of a satisfactory outcome. You might like
to contribute to the regular newsletters about a local issue, local areas or buildings of interest and maybe
even local people past and present, providing you clear it with next of kin or the individual concerned
first…..VECS won’t want to be labelled Evesham’s Private Eye.
As you know VECS make an annual award for buildings or building of interest but I wonder if we might have
two other awards; one for a person, business or organisation that has made a major contribution towards an
aspect of improving quality of life in the Vale of Evesham. The second new award for photography of scenes
and life in the Vale. The former to be called the Way Award and the latter the Whale Award; both named after
long serving and much respected members and officers of VECS.
The photos could also be selected and the best displayed in our regular newsletter forming the shortlist for
the annual award and unofficially I have a professional photographer prepared to act as a main judge. Of
course none of this has been approved by your committee so members’ thoughts would be appreciated;
phone or text me on 07870283119 or email on vecs1972@gmail.com
Viewing from the outside I can have these ideas, so why not you? They may not come to fruition but thoughts
and ideas can breath some life into any organisation, rather like the old “suggestion box” to be found on the
factory floor, in the office and shop. Ideas are often like a Monty Python Sketch, only 1 in 10 stick in the mind
for ever…..but it’s so good when they do.
Another thought is about bus parking in Evesham. There have been rumblings about a car park at the back of
the Police Buildings off Abbey Road…...not more things off that highly contentious Road!
We already have an underused car park on Corporation Meadow, it’s used in a very haphazard way by school
buses. They seem to draw themselves up to form a corral, as if to defend themselves from non local coaches
or marauding traffic wardens, whilst waiting for the cavalry in the form of a workable scheme. Surely for a
comparatively small capital expenditure the bus and car parking could be formed, marked out and reorganised, with minor structural works to form a suitable turning area. This could avoid a rumoured eyesore that is
directly in line with the Churches when viewed approaching the Town along Abbey Road.
I look forward to receiving your VFO comments.

Your Committee 2018/19
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Chairman, Jim Powell, has represented VECS at Wychavon Planning Meetings making a case
on your behalf against contentious planning applications. He has also written to the local
press raising our concerns over the lack of investment in infrastructure. His wealth of knowledge of Evesham and contacts locally is invaluable.
Jill Haycock, Vice Chair, supports Jim and the committee as Vice Chair but has expressed a
wish to step down from this role as soon as possible. Jill also keeps in regular touch with
members via emails. She is key to ensuring members receive programmes of events/
newsletter etc.
Sue Campbell, puts together the excellent programme of events – ensuring that members
who join the days out and come and listen to the speakers have an enjoyable time. Sue is a
Professional Researcher attached to The Hive, Worcester and advises us when we need
clarification on all the various issues raised by planning applications, historical buildings etc.
Pat Stanton looks after the membership database (complying with GDPR). She has also been
acting as Minute Secretary supported by Richard until a new secretary is established. Pat also
works hard and tenaciously to get things done. She has a long running campaign to get the
Telephone Exchange in Abbey Road sorted out
Brian Chilver has endless energy! He along with Richard he identified many neglected
buildings in Evesham and is championing efforts to get both Evesham TC and Wychavon DC to
support efforts to halt the decline of conservation areas. He represents VECS at VECTA
monthly meetings and local Civic Societies Liaison Meeting with Wychavon every six months.
Ian Stanton checks Wychavon’s weekly planning list advising if there are any which need
further investigation or need objection if contentious. His printing background helps when we
need to update/reprint publications.
Richard Thomson is a key supporter for the Anti-Litter Campaign on behalf of VECS. He looks
after the information publications and distribution of same with participating local
businesses who sell them on our behalf. He is a regular contributor of thought provoking articles for the Newsletter. His skill as an ex town planner means he can support when planning
applications need an expert advice. He has also shared minute taking at committee with Pat.

?

Gillian Pawson, our Meetings Secretary. Gillian is new to the Committee and has worked in
Planning, so she is already proving to be an essential member of the Society at this time
dealing with the SWDP review. More about Gillian on page 7.

?

Adrian Peake, our Treasurer keeps our finances in good order and has been key to ensuring
that VECS fully comply with the new GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) guidelines,
giving committee members comprehensive training as to their obligations.

?

Cefn Blundell is still patiently continuing the task of getting all the relevant pieces in place to
progress the enhancement and landscaping of Bengeworth Fountain area. The wheels of
local and public authorities move slowly!

No photo
supplied

No photo
supplied

No photo
supplied
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Chairman Jim's Vision for Evesham—A review by Colin Tether
Our chairman Jim Powell put forward a traffic plan for Evesham back in June 2016 at the public meeting the
Civic Society organised in the Town Hall. Now just 30 months later, everyone knows Evesham’s traffic is
really much worse. Worcestershire County Council's experts looked at all the proposals put forward at the
meeting, and Jim's actually received the least criticism. He therefore feels, with the few tweaks he has now
made, his proposal could really save Evesham. He reasons that nearly all major towns and cities have
substantial one way system, so why not Evesham?
Gyratory system around main roads.
The core of the system is a clockwise gyratory extending all around the town and over the two bridges. All
traffic lights at junctions and at crossings would be removed to be replaced by mini roundabouts or zebra
crossings. Please see the plan on page 6 for details of the scheme.
Crossing the road and 20mph maximum speed.
Suitable zebra crossings at various points would be installed normally 30 metres away from the road
junctions, which would help to maintain traffic flows below 20 miles per hour throughout the scheme.
These crossings would have raised tarmac with 40 cm white painted stripes. Adjoining these sites at
frequent intervals there should be black and white striped road signs indicating pedestrian crossing.
Cycling and Mobility Scooters
Around the whole gyratory system, adjacent to the traffic lane there would be a continuous two way
segregated lane for cyclists and mobility scooters, allowing a safe space to get around the town without
having to go all around gyratory system.
Would it work? A so called expert speaks
I spent most of my career in traffic engineering so I should know something I suppose. My work included
taking out two sets of traffic signals and replacing them with mini roundabouts which remain, unchanged,
to this day. Personally I feel Jim’s scheme is worth looking at closely , especially as all other options
involving two way schemes along Mill Street etc seem to have been dismissed. It should also be noted that
current thinking seems to be that efforts should be made to get people out of their cars and onto their feet
and two wheels

The core of Jim’s scheme is based on four main themes:

The gyratory itself reduces conflicting movements at junctions.

Mini roundabouts replace traffic signals. Many of the roundabouts will have simpler vehicle movements as they have a one way road approaching or leaving the roundabout, thereby reducing conflict.

Zebra crossings replace signalled crossings. Evesham is a rare town with no zebra crossings at all.
Jim’s scheme proposes zebra crossings close to junction but not on top of them. This means that the
time vehicles are stopped is limited, much less than at the moment, but it also means that pedestrians
will be much better served, able to cross closer to where they want to cross.

Throughout the main gyratory route around town, Jim proposes a two way cycle and mobility scooter
path. This would be located next to the traffic lane. It would mean that their users would not have to
go the long way round and it would do a lot to encourage cycling, especially for the young.
One other criticism of Jim’s scheme has been that the Fire Engines would have longer journeys to make in
emergencies. However, a special emergency lane could easily be installed along Abbey Road from the Fire
Station and over Abbey Bridge where there are currently three wide lanes.
And other matters…..
Jim has many ideas about parking, tree planting and development which we hope to show on further issues.
He feels the provision of this gyratory system will be a step towards helping future commercial enterprise
and the enjoyment of leisure of our beautiful historic town. We hope to feature some of these in a future
Newsletter.
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Gillian Pawson, New Committee Member
It is great news that Gillian has joined the committee. Gillian is taking on the role of Meetings Secretary; she
will be providing the responses to planning applications and the Development Plan Review and will oversee
the formal running of the Society in respect of its constitutional obligations. So her official title is likely to be
Secretary, but this has not yet been confirmed, pending agreement from other members on their contribution to admin/secretarial responsibilities. A detailed breakdown, when agreed, will be circulated, so that
everyone knows who will be doing what.
South Worcestershire Development Plan Review 2018 - Issues and Options, by Gillian Pawson
The Society has recently submitted a detailed response to the Issues and Options Consultation Document
that was sent out recently by the three Councils, Wychavon, Malvern and Worcester. The consultation document sets out 18 questions and 37 options, most of which the Society has made a response on. This is the
first stage in the review of the Adopted Development Plan.

The main points raised by the Society relate to the need to protect and enhance the town centre of
Evesham, its Conservation Area and Listed Buildings; the need to ensure that adequate infrastructure is in
place before more housing is allowed; the need to improve the highway networks in and around the town.
All new development within the SWDP area, including a new settlement should be within 2 miles of a
railway station so that there is better choice in mode of travel to include a more sustainable mode. Two
possible sites for a new settlement were identified, South East Worcester, near the new Parkway station and
Throckmorton airfield within reach of Pershore station.
Comments on the Issues and Options will be assessed and will help inform the next stage of the plan making
process which will include site specific development proposals which will be the subject of another round of
public consultation likely to be in November next year.
Everybody is getting older, by Richard Thomson
Nothing like a truism to start a discussion. The real point is as people survive longer the older ones of us form
a larger percentage of the population. The Office for National Statistics indicates that 23% of the population
is currently aged over 60 and that this will increase to 29% in the next 20 years. By 2039 one in 12 people will
be aged 83 or over. Many of those people would like purpose–built homes - both houses and apartments which would allow them independent living in sustainable locations close to nearby services, facilities and
public transport. You might argue that it’s not just older people who would appreciate those living requirements, they seem the sort of obvious benefits which most folk are looking for. I think this is the real point:
perhaps we shouldn’t try to compartmentalise problems of housing supply in the way we commonly do.
We know that there is a general shortage of housing supply in the UK and this shortage is set to affect the
elderly population significantly. If we were to build with a greater variety of home types and tenures we
could once again start to see older and younger people and families living next to each other, much as in
many older communities they once did. Giving people a greater choice and range of property than that provided by the big builders in their often soulless estates could start to tackle social isolation and loneliness,
problems experienced throughout life but particularly by older people.
Intergenerational living is normal in many parts of the world, and is planned for. It is very much overlooked
in the UK. I’m hoping that planning in the new garden towns and villages that the government at last is pushing, will take on board such thinking and give new living environments in which people young and old are
happy to belong.
This Newsletter is edited by Colin Tether. His replacement is urgently sought, as
you can tell!
And a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all readers, December 2018

The Civic Society Annual Lunch 2019
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The Three Ways Hotel, Mickleton, GL55 6SB
Telephone 01386 438429
Saturday 12th January 2019 12 noon for 1.00pm
Menu
Starters
1. Winter Warmer Broth
2. Honey and Thyme Chicken Liver Parfait with Crispy toasts
3. Avocado & Prawn Tower with a Marie Rose Sauce
Mains
1. Fillet of Sea Trout with a White Wine & Lemon & Dill Sauce
2. Roast Breast of Guinea Fowl with a Red Wine Jus
3. Braised Blade of Beef with a Horseradish Mash & Thyme Jus
All served with seasonal vegetables and potatoes
Desert
The Pudding Club Buffet—choice of 4 puddings
Coffee or tea and petit fours

The cost of the meal will be £25-50 to include gratuities. Wine is not included in the
cost. Raffle contributions will be gratefully received. Named place cards will be laid out for you to take and
choose where to sit.
Please complete the slip below by the 22nd December 2018 and return to me –
Sue Campbell, 13 Lanesfield Park, Evesham, Worcs, WR11 4NU together with your cheque made payable to
the Vale of Evesham Civic Society
I//We would like to attend the annual lunch on Saturday 12th January 2018
Names

Menu Choice Numbers

A cheque for £…….@ £25-50 per head is enclosed.
Note any dietary requirements
Phone number ……................

email address.........................................

