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VECS
Newsletter
New Year 2017
What will 2017
bring to Evesham?
A happy and lovely New Year to all VECS Newsletter readers. 2016 has finished with a
lot going on in the world and a lot will be happening in Evesham in 2017. We hope to
keep you informed about what the Civic Society is doing in our town.
Most important—Please come to the lunch and bring a friend. Once again at the
wonderful Three Ways Hotel.
The Civic Society Annual Lunch 2017
The Three Ways House Hotel, Mickleton, GL55 6SB
Telephone: 01386 438429
Saturday 14th January 2017, 12 noon
for 1.00pm
Sue Campbell (01386 47434) is organising so please ensure you send your menu form
to Sue by 2nd January with a cheque for £24.50 (per person).
PS: If you cannot find the menu form, please look at your emails dated 6th December.
Jill Haycock sent out the menu form, with all details provided.
VECS Trips to look forward to in 2017


Cardiff Castle via Monmouth.



The ‘Other Place’ at Stratford on Avon



Leicester to see the Richard III Exhibition and other interesting buildings
nearby. This is to see what could be done in Evesham with modern display
techniques if there were a visitor centre here for the Battle of Evesham.



Newstead Abbey, Notts the home of the Byron family and the Papplewick
Pumping Station, the finest Victorian waterworks in the country.



An informal visit to Hailes Abbey and Hailes Parish Church —probably with an
expert guide.
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Evesham Observer Monthly Articles
Members living in Evesham will have read our Civic Society monthly ‘Evesham Landmarks’ articles. We
hope to continue with these in 2017, and anyone who wishes to contribute should contact your editor.
The rules are simple, no more than 300 words and a photograph please.
Sue Campbell contributed the article on the Cross Keys Inn, but Sue had to curtail it a bit for the paper.
So here is the full article with photos provided by John Kyte of the Historical Society
The Cross Keys Inn
The Cross Keys stands on the corner of the High Street and Swan Lane It has a long history as an inn and
later as an hotel It was the venue for many auctions of real estate and produce and was a meeting place
for various committees arranging civic events in the town. On a more sombre note some local inquests
were conducted there.
The original building was a timber frame structure which was later covered in render. When it was advertised to let in 1843 it was described as an old and respectable inn with an excellent malt house and
a long range of stabling adjoining. In 1896 the property was acquired by the Cheltenham Original
Brewery Company for £3800. The 1911 census tells us that it contained 17 rooms.
In 1938 the Cheltenham Original Brewery Company decided to demolish the old building and replaced it
with the present brick built structure as part of their programme of improvements to their properties.
During the demolition an interesting discovery was made. Inside a crevice in an old beam a piece of
folded paper was found. It was a plague pass issued in London in 1665 when the city was in the grip of
an epidemic. To try to prevent the spread of the disease people who wished to leave the city had to
declare that they had no contact with infected residents.
The pass is dated 5 July 1665 and said that Mary Walker, servant, and her master George Bostock & his
family were free of the disease and she was free to travel. She appears to have left just in time as the
parish register of St Andrew Undershaft contains the following entry:
George Bostocke the son of George Bostocke was buried 31 August 1665. Plague
This is the only known plague pass to survive and is now in the Corporation of London Record Office.
Sue Campbell
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Wychavon Architecture Awards by Jill Haycock
The 2016 biennial awards were presented on Friday 10th December at The Civic Centre, Pershore. The
categories are: Home (New Build), Community Architecture, and Design each attracting a full Award
or Commendation.
The District’s four Civic Societies join the panel whose composition includes officers from the
Planning Dept., County Council conservation officers, and County and District councillors and other
interested designer/architects.
On the 18th October, I took up the reins for Evesham, previously held by David Way over many years
with his particular interest in architecture and planning. For a novice, it proved to be an exciting and
thoroughly exhilarating day (9am to 6pm), travelling in a 22-seater mini-bus to the far reaches of
Wychavon taking part in deep discussions en route on all aspects of planning between each site.
1. Our first stop was to inspect the work started in 2011 to improve the
interior of St. James’ Church, Bishampton (12thCentury, rebuilt by Preedy
in 1875) by Friends of St. James, led by Victoria Poole, who you may
recognise as the senior partner in Poole Phillips Partnership who transformed The Regal in Evesham. If you have a chance – do visit the church
and its associated modern ‘Bothy’ constructed within the church grounds
to house a utility room for cleaners, florists and gardeners plus a DDA
compliant washroom and a vestry space for the incumbent or visiting
clergy, as the church vestry was reallocated for the choir. Entering by
the South door, we felt the benefit
of the innovative lighting; underfloor heating and associated control systems combined with
moveable pews and a glass DDA compliant North Door behind
the reinstated wooden one in-filled by Preedy in the Norman
arch. The catering and kitchen space, which made use of recycled or low cost fixtures, was an eye-opener. The church is now
capable of seating 120 people for concerts and other events
for all age groups and is fully booked as an alternative to the existing busy village hall.
Awarded Distinction with Plaque.
2. Veridis House, Hawford was to be a ‘drive-by’ assessment, the owners being away. Again a total
surprise even armed with the design documents and description of the natural and sustainable (in its
true sense) concept in applying the powerful mathematical law series of Leonardo Fibonacci. We had
a glimpse of the two spirals’ outer surface formed in this manner on the ground plans. This principal
is continued through the wooden cladding. It maintains a steady 22 degrees without any space heating and perfect air conditioning, the main frame of the house using ‘Passivhaus’ energy efficiency
principles. The data is impressive. Awarded Distinction with Plaque.
3. Orangery at Hanbury Hall built by Thomas Vernon in
1710, where the National Trust in-house craftsmen had replaced the huge windows of this listed building protecting
the citrus and exotic plants within. Great pains had been
taken in selection of hard woods and specialist glass
sourced locally. Awarded a Certificate.
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4. Flyford Green, Flyford Flavell. Steve McPherson of Bloor Construction Design Team met us. Here,
16 mixed houses had been completed to Level Code 4 Standard, arranged around a village green designated an allocated space in SWDP. The Parish had the land transferred to them for a nominal sum
and it is now used by the villagers for recreation and community events but having a gated entrance
for safety near a well used road. Awarded Distinction with Plaque
5. Pershore High School to see their new wing, housing the art and crafts
teaching and display areas and external access improvements also providing
large spaces for community usage. Awarded a Certificate.

6. Pershore Horticultural College Campus. We were immediately impressed
by the striking glass exterior of new Teaching Building which curves to link the
original Grade II listed building and further teaching blocks on either side. The
ground floor entrance leads into an exotic plant showcase with lighting and
environmental controls. On the first floor holding teaching areas and meeting
spaces, the view over tree ferns and banana leaves extends over the Vale
beyond. A ground floor concourse and information desk is a welcoming space,
a lift being available and the lower planting behind the glass giving all year
interest. Awarded Distinction with Plaque.
7. Hill End, Mount Pleasant, Childswickham was completed in 2014. The
owners had designed and built on the footprint of a 1930’s bungalow whose
running costs had been over £2,000 p.a. and now their 21st Century ECO house operates on less than
£60 p.a. With a steel portal frame, insulated foundations and insulated roof panels, we could
appreciate their importance together with the interior load-bearing curved walls. The helical concrete
stairs were an impressive feature, which allowed for a personal lift to be installed in the centre when/
if required. This reflects the owner’s previous 50 years experience in bridge and reinforced concrete
construction. The external walls are insulated and covered with white rain-screen panels. Sitting on a
0.5-acre site, it enjoys wide views over the Cotswold escarpment and Broadway Tower. Imaginative
recycling of all elements of the old bungalow meant only two skips of rubbish went to the tip.
Remote monitoring equipment installed by The Building Research Establishment allows for
continuous monitoring of its energy efficiency. Awarded Distinction with Plaque.
An Evening with Nigel Huddleston— 8th September 2016
The Civic Society invited our MP Nigel Huddleston to Holland House in Cropthorne to answer
pre-prepared questions submitted by Society members. Evesham’s traffic was at a standstill during
the afternoon, so we were pleased to see Nigel at the meeting. We had a good turn out despite the
dreadful traffic conditions although sadly some members could not get there in time.
The meeting was chaired by our Treasurer Adrian Peake and altogether 13 separate questions were
put to our MP and he provided detailed answers to them all. The full transcript of the questions and
answers prepared by Adrian is now shown on our website.
Colin Tether gave a warm thank you to Nigel for giving his time. Colin said we valued the explanation
of role, impressive knowledge of local issues and honesty and a willingness to consider changes. Colin
asked whether Nigel would come back in 2-3 years to see us again. Nigel said he would love to return.
and thanked everyone.
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Brownfield Sites—by John Goodwin
In a previous edition I considered Green Belts…..with Christmas approaching perhaps we should
be considering “white field sites”….not a term familiar to most but there is a classification called
‘Whitefield Land’. Approximately 14,000 hectares of land in the UK is used for mineral extraction,
some of which will be suitable for residential redevelopment to solve a housing shortage, provide
a sustainable option for rural development, mixed use community with employment plus openmarket and affordable housing.
However I digress …. something to do with age! In the UK a brownfield site is defined as
"previously developed land" that has the potential for being redeveloped. It is often (but not always) land that has been used for industrial and commercial purposes and is now derelict and
possibly contaminated. In the USA a brownfield site always refers to industrial land that has been
abandoned and that is also contaminated with low levels of hazardous waste and pollutants.
The lack of available green spaces for development purposes has meant that brownfield sites
have become increasingly popular in recent years, especially in places where demand for residential and commercial property is high. There are over 66,000 hectares of brownfield sites in England, and around a third of these are in the high-growth areas of greater London, the South East
and East. The UK is committed to developing brownfield sites as a priority. It has already exceeded its 2008 target of building over 60% of new houses on brownfield sites and aims to significantly grow this percentage over the next decade.
Brownfield sites are considered for the redevelopment of not only housing and commercial buildings, but also as open spaces for recreation, conservation, woodland and other community areas.

The old Gas Works
site off Common Road

Planning approval was
granted in renewing a
previous approval in
June 2016. This was for
the erection of 123
dwellings with 9
commercial units

In Evesham we have few of these sites; the main one is the old Gas Works off Common Road. This
has outline planning consent for housing and it seems after a recent renewal of the application
that no development of the site is being considered in the foreseeable future. There are other
small parcels of land adjacent to Briar Close Industrial Estate and the old British Rail marshalling
yard nearby.
I believe wherever they occur they should be used for redevelopment, unless they occur in the
middle of a green belt area or an area only suitable for recreation, conservation, woodland and
other community areas. Some inducement is needed to encourage brown field sites to be used
before easier green field sites are developed. Is legislation an option, making developers develop
this first, almost as if it were a cork being drawn from a bottle before the contents…the green
field sites, can be got at? If that were the case the Gas Works site would be developed by now.

Cattle Troughs and drinking fountains in Evesham, by Colin Tether
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In November Richard Ball of the Historical Society passed on a query to me from Alan Underwood
from South West London. Alan carries out research for the Metropolitan Drinking Fountain and Cattle
Trough Association (MDFCTA) and he had come across some records in the MDFCTA archives relating
to Evesham. Alan had come up to visit Evesham on 19th October to see if he could discover the
whereabouts of two cattle troughs that had been ordered for the town at the same time as the drinking fountain which remains near the junction of Port Street with Elm Road. Alan found no cattle
troughs, but left a message at the Almonry that Richard picked up.
There followed an exchange of correspondence between Alan and myself together with some research
by me, looking at old OS maps and photographs from the wonderful Facebook Group ‘Photos and
Memories of Old Evesham’. In the end, together we discovered:


There was a 6’6” combined trough and drinking fountain
(type 1d) in the High Street, close to ‘The Georgian House
(opposite the Co-op) which was installed in April 1884.
This must have been removed some time after 1921. A
similar trough in a village in Sussex is shown here. Can anyone remember seeing this trough?



There was a 6’6” simple trough (type 1c) at the Port
Street/Elm Road junction which was installed in April
1884. This is shown in many photographs of the location
adjacent to the drinking fountain we still have. It must
have been removed when the current roundabout was
installed, sometime after 1923. According to our Chairman, Jim Powell, it was taken to the Council Depot. Many
years later he discovered it in the depot under heaps of
rubbish. The Borough Surveyor then arranged for it to be
taken to the Almonry Garden, where it is still to be seen.
There remains a type-44 wall mounted fountain erected in 1887 on the
north side of the Town Hall wall. This must have been installed at the
same time as the weather station.

Alan has added: ‘When the troughs and fountains were installed either the MDFCTA and/or a local
benefactor would pay for the structure and the various pipework etc.; and the (not insignificant) cost
of transport from the factory in Millwall where most of them were constructed. Once fitted, they
were handed over to the local borough council, vestry etc. who were then responsible for the maintenance and cost of the water supply. There are some wonderful examples of heated exchanges, in
piles and piles of letters, between the MDFCTA, the local council and the local water board arguing
who should pay for repairs, water leaks etc. In general, I get the impression that various local authorities did not always welcome the troughs and fountains in their towns (there are many examples
of requests for new structures being refused) and were very keen to remove/destroy them when an
opportunity allowed. A great shame.’
It seems that the local benefactor in Evesham was Henry Burlingham. We are indeed indebted .
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More Moles—By John Goodwin
Earlier this year we were plagued by “St Modwyn’s Moles” on the proposed next phase of the Vale
Industrial Park. They seem to have found their way under the Cheltenham Road roundabout and
surfaced in front of “Arysta” and acquired an allegiance to Newland Homes Ltd.
Does this preliminary work herald the development of the site for 47 houses and associated infrastructure?
Cotswold Archaeology are stripping the site and excavating some trenches to see if the nearby Ancient Monument, adjacent to Modwyn’s Industrial site, extends as far as the proposed development
on Arysta’s site. Unlike Modwyn’s Moles, enquires on the 22nd November indicated there had been
no significant finds.
It does seem odd that so much care and planning goes into this stage of a development but not the
other end when the development is completed and little planning has gone into establishing the impact on the infrastructure and environment of the surrounding area.
Case No: 14/02525

Application Type:

Location: Brooklands Farm, Cheltenham Road, Evesham,
WR11 2LW
Proposal: Development of 47 dwelling houses and associated infrastructure
Status:
Pending Consideration

Received Date:
Statutory Start
Date:

Non-householder planning application
10/11/2014 18:00:22
28/11/2014

On the 28th November this application had its
second birthday and it is still being considered,
although the Consultation Period End Date was
on the 18/05/2016. Could it be because of the
impact mentioned above or is “Pending Consideration” delaying decision making practice for
larger and more contentious proposed sites?
Abbey Road and the Modwy’ns Industrial Park
developments have extensions of time granted
for further consideration.

Consultation on the LTP4 begins— by Colin Tether
Consultation is just starting on the LTP4—The Worcestershire County Council Local Transport Plan 4, which
will replace LTP3.
Perhaps the biggest scheme affecting Evesham is the A46 Corridor Major Upgrade Scheme. ‘Local Councils will lobby Highways England for the upgrade of the route to ‘expressway’ standard (dual carriageway
with limited exits) to enhance accessibility in the Vale of Evesham and improve the attractiveness of the
area to live, work, visit and invest.’
The Civic Society will respond to the consultation and we welcome comments from members. Please have
a look at the document and let us know what you think.
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/downloads/file/7676/local_transport_plan_4_-_main_document
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The New Homes Bonus Process—Colin Tether
Back in May 2016 the Civic Society Committee put forward three proposals for spending some of
the £362,000 New Homes Bonus funds that Wychavon had set aside for spending by the Town
Council. We put forward:




A ‘Market Cross’ feature for the High Street, as you see in other towns.
New and better Market Stalls
A bus shelter in the High Street outside the car wash.

In order to process the various applications, the Town Council set up a Sub Committee to look at
them. Wychavon officers also provided their views. As a result, the first two of our proposals were
not progressed leaving just the bus shelter. There was then the Public Meeting held on 13th
December at which ten proposals were put forward (including our Bus Shelter) and subject to
public scrutiny. These included two which could have a major impact on the town:



The re-opening of the Public Hall within the Riverside Centre
The Abbey Cloisters project

We wait to hear which proposals will cross the finish line. Personally I have doubts about the
process. It was a pity that the Civic Society proposal put together by John Goodwin for new Market
Stalls was not taken forward and I really cannot see why not, as it would have made a great
improvement to our town centre.
The Evesham Traffic Study

The Caption on this photograph by Dorothy
Green on the Facebook site, ‘Photos and
Memories of Days Past in Evesham’ is:
‘Where’s all the traffic jams?’

More than anything else, the continuing problem of
traffic in Evesham has dominated life, social media
and business in recent months. There seem to be
continued delays with traffic crawling through the
town on a daily basis. Much of this has been due to
road works, much due to problems and accidents on
the A46 bypass and of course much due to the basic
inadequacy of Evesham’s road system together with
the continued development of the town with new
housing.
Our Traffic Public Meeting was held on 28th June
2016, the report shown on our website was sent to
the County Council. We hear that the County Council Traffic Study is going well and we should expect
to hear some results in March 2017 . There is a
promised consultation on what should be done and
a few measures are already mentioned in the draft
LTP4, reported elsewhere.

One thing is certain, action is needed quickly. If Evesham is to survive as a viable town centre, it is
essential that people can get into the town without delay, park their cars easily and then walk
around the town centre without the constant presence and danger from traffic, pollution and noise.
The alternatives to the car, buses and cyclists must become good alternatives. At the moment
buses are severely delayed, expensive and infrequent. Cycling is not an option except for the very
experienced and confident cyclist.
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The Abbey Fields Planning Applications—The Continued Saga by Colin Tether
Readers will recall that a Planning Application (15/2325) was first registered with Wychavon by Developers Hallam Land in September 2015, for 380 houses. At that time the SWDP had not been signed off and
consultation was being carried out on the proposal that the allocation for the land should be increased
from 200 to 250 dwellings. Of course, in the end the SWDP allocation remained at 200 houses.

A view from the riverside with
the Bell Tower just visible.
Enjoy it whilst you can!

There were a multitude of objections to the Application but, strangely, none at all from Worcestershire
County Council Highways. The end of consultation date was 13/11/2015 and since that time successive
extensions of time have been agreed with the latest on 21/12/2016, more than a full year since
consultation should have finished. The Civic Society has been unhappy about this and asked that either
the application should go to Committee or be withdrawn.
Now there is new Planning Application (16/2814) registered with Wychavon by the same developers.
This is for ‘Up to 220 houses’ and up to ‘60 extra care units’. The end of consultation date for this
application is currently 13/1/2017, so anyone wishing to comment must do so over the Christmas holiday
period. Some people may be forgiven for thinking this is a cynical strategy employed by the developer.
The Civic Society Committee will be meeting in the New Year to agree our response. It is probable that
different views will be put forward, with some thinking that no development should be agreed, other
thinking that this is a good location for houses and the opportunity for other development close to the
town centre.
The Rise of the Supermarket—What has happened to the Aldi Project?
Evesham has many supermarkets and more are planned. Soon the Merstow Green Fire Station will be
demolished and a brand new Town Centre Waitrose will be built. The Lidl store in Bengeworth is due to
get much bigger. We have Marks and Spencer and Tescos, off Worcester Road and Morrisons in Four
Pools. In the town centre, there is a popular Aldi and Iceland whilst the reduced Cooperative store
soldiers on.
So what has happened to the Aldi proposal for another new store at the Sinclair site off St. Richards
Road? This is for another large supermarket comparable to Tesco in size. The Planning Application has
now been granted an extension of time until February.
There were actually comments from Highways stating that an additional pedestrian crossing was required
and the parking provision was not adequate.
But could it be that Aldi has got cold feet? Do they feel there will be just too many supermarkets in
Evesham? Or is the traffic a worry? We wait to see what happens!
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A Benevolent Landlord - West Street, Evesham—by Colin Tether
The terraced houses on the north side of West Street have recently had exterior wall insulation fitted, front and
back. One of the occupiers told me that it has made a real difference to the houses which are much more cosy
now. I understand that the landlord is John Phipps from Abbey Manor who has done a lot for the town. I think
John should be congratulated for improving this Victorian housing stock.
Before

After

The Market Place and Bridge Street, A Welcome Renaissance—by Colin Tether
Two of the ‘Priority Areas for Action’ in the Evesham Town Plan are:

Develop the Market Place as a Leisure Destination

Improve the public realm for example, the Market Place.
Both Bridge Street and Market Place have seen changes to the street furniture made by the County Council.
Redundant bollards have been removed and the remaining ones painted a smart black. In Bridge Street, the
old and rather large planters have gone to be replaced by much better ones in a fountain style. Paving has
been replaced and so the whole area looks a lot better.
It is perhaps in the numbers of destinations serving food and drink that we will see the biggest change in and
around the Market Place.










The Maiden’s Head pub, later named Karma is now named Katie’s Bar and Grill. We hear extensive
work has been carried out on the building, digging out a basement for toilets and the installation of
steelwork to strengthen the structure. Possibly to be opened in January, it now looks an attractive
building.
Town Hall Ground Floor. This of course is one of our oldest buildings dating
back to the first Elizabeth. Its most recent use was as PJ’s Moon and Sixpence
pub which closed in 2004. Now, Steve and Katrina, the Trumpet Inn’s licensees
have bravely taken over the building and have been busy clearing it out,
changing the layout and generally make it a great place to be. To be named
The Valkerie Café’ Bar it is scheduled to re-open on 14th January 2017.
Imagine. The Imagine shop in the corner of the Market Place has, for four years been a wonderful
combination of a free book swapping service, a meeting place, a repair café and a sort of community
centre. Although not yet confirmed, it is possible it will soon revert to a catering establishment.
The Vauxhall. Comprehensive structural works have continued in
pursuit of the provision of takeaway outlets and a coffee shop at
the Vauxhall.
Nesta. A new café has just opened close to Costa in Bridge Street
and so joins the fairly new Italian Buongiorno Café and The Olive
Coffee House at The Crown in Bridge Street.

In conclusion, Evesham Town Centre’s future may be ‘Wining and Dining ’. We wish all the enterprises well.

The Editor of this Newsletter is Colin Tether who takes full responsibility
for any omissions and unkind editing of articles.

28th December 2016

